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USAA members who bundled Auto and Home Insurance saved over $519 million combined last year.' 
Bundle today to help protect what matters to you and what you have worked so hard to build. 
With USAA insurance, enjoy an unrivaled level of service because we know what it means to serve. 


Reel tenet 
Preferred Provider 


of Insurance and Financial Services 
to The American Legion 


JOIN USAA TODAY AND GET A QUOTE. 
CALL 877-699-2654 OR VISIT USAA.COM/LEGION 





WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO REFUSE TO QUOTE ANY INDIVIDUAL A PREMIUM RATE FOR THE INSURANCE ADVERTISED HEREIN. | Savings fiaure based on 2016 savings 
eamed when members combined USAA auto and home insurance products, Multiple product savinas do not apply in all states or to all situations. Savings subject to change. 
Restrictions apply. 

Use of the term “member or “membership” refers to membership in USAA Membership Services and does not convey any legal or ownership rights in USAA. Restrictions apply 
and are subject to change. Property and casualty insurance provided by United Services Automobile Association, USAA Casualty Insurance Company, USAA General Indemnity 
Company, Garrison Property and Casualty Insurance Company, and USAA, Ltd. (Europe), San Antonio, TX, and ts available only to persons eligible for P&C group membership. 
Each company has sole financial responsibility for its own products. The Amencan Legion receives financial support for their sponsorship. © 7018 USAA, 249744-0418 


TM ait Os Nm Ce ok 


EXCLUSIVE 
ATSC OSTOEFER 


8 GOLD AMERICAN EAGLES 
Were LIME) SUPPLY 


U2 i Uno DIN 5. 
fe Seo wa 


- 
_ 


— 


HONORING ALL WHO SERVED ———— aa all 1/10 oz. $5 GAE 


i pple Coin & Bullion Reserve announces the final release of 2,500 congres- 
sionally authorized, fully backed by the U.S. Government, completely free of dealer 
mark up, $5 Gold American Eagles at the incredible price of only $125.00 each. 


f you had $25,000 in gold in 2001 at $290 per oz. you would have over $100,000 at 

today’s gold prices. Ordering now might be your last chance to own these magnificent 
government-issued gold coins at this level. Due to an extremely limited supply we must 
adhere to a strict limit of ten coins per household, per lifetime, no exceptions. 


=! >>. WE COMMIT TO YOU THAT THIS OFFER IS WITHOUT HASSLE. NO FINE PRINT TO 
» 2), READ IN ORDER TO UNDERSTAND THE OFFER. NO OTHER PURCHASE IS REQUIRED. THIS 
|S ASIMPLE INTRODUCTORY OFFER. UP TO TEN COINS FOR $125.00 PER COIN. 


Overage orders might be cancelled and your checks returned uncashed 


Your $25,000 could be worth $125,000 in the near future 


Gold American Eagles are fully backed by the U.S. Government 


SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS 


NOW AVAILABLE FOR ORDERS OVER $50,000 


Ta ee 
COIN & BULLION RESERVE a B 
VISA Tis) pea CHECK MINIMUM ORDER 5 COINS IN GOD WE TRUST KEY CODE: ALM-180636 


Prices subject to change due to fluctuations in gold market. Prices will remain at dealer cost. COINS ENLARGED TO SHOW DETAIL 
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22 The GI Bill in Outer Space 


A California post commander explains how 
education benefits launched his career into the 
Stars. By Jeff Stoffer 


27 Back Where It All Began 


The American Legion returns to Minneapolis, site 
of its first national convention, to celebrate 100 
years of service. By Henry Howard 


32 ‘A Relentless Tragedy’ 


More than 40 years after the end of the Vietnam 
War, VA is still dodging Agent Orange claims 
despite federal court rulings and a mountain of 
scientific evidence. By Ken Olsen 


40 Legacy Run '18 


The annual cross-country journey will take 
Legion Riders from Kansas to Minnesota, with 
stops at posts chartered in 1919. By Steve B. Brooks 
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ON THE COVER PLAY BALL 

Alton Haley believes Catch the American Legion 

exposure to Agent World Series live from Shelby, 

Orange in Vietnam is the N.C., this summer. Games will 

cause of his numerous be broadcast online at ESPN3 

health problems, as well Aug. 16 and 17, and be nationally 

as the premature birth televised on ESPNU Aug. 18 to 21. 
and death of his Follow all the action online at 2 & 
daug Hter. photo by todd spoth legion.org/baseball. Photo by Matt Roth = aa 


The American Legion Magazine, a leader among national general-interest publications, is published monthly by The American Legion forits 2 million members. 
| ___ These wartime veterans, working through 13,000 community-level posts, dedicate themselves to God and.Country and traditional American values;stroftg nationalsecurity; 
Ripe . dequate and-compassionate care forveterans, their ails apg orphans community serviterand the wholesome development of our nation’s youth. 


Sa —.. rf > —_ avt* wm 
~ eae * 5 le =. My 

-' ~~" ——~- a 
_ 7 = 


NOTICE TO VETERANS WITA 


MESUTHELIUMA 


OURAN i sa 


eee 
AOU Rs oe 


FIGHT FOR THE 
SSS 
YOU DESERVE. 





As former Marines and sailors, we served 


together yesterday. As seasoned attorneys, my Bud Coady 


Harvard, 1979 
USMC, 1979-89, 1991 
Gulf War Veteran 


tirm and | will fight for you today. Attorneys at 


Coady Law Firm have successfully represented 


Attorney at Law 





veterans In mesothelioma claims nationwide for 
more than two decades. VVe've helped veterans 


understand their rights—and secured millions 


for their families in just compensation. $30 B O n 


Trust in the experience and commitment of 
FROM U.S. COMPENSATION 


TRUST FUNDS AVAILABLE FOR 
the Coady Law Firm. Receive a FREE, VETERANS WHO QUALIFY 


a shipmate who served with you. Contact 


no-obligation consultation. 


Call 1-888-802-MESO (6376 [coapy 
TO DETERMINE YOUR cane | [coapy , ——— 


75 Arlington Street, Suite 500° Boston, MA 02116 * Web: www.coadylaw.com LAW FIRM 
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Comfortably Corrects 
Your Posture Three Ways! 


Side 
Supports 
Cradle 
Spine 


Cushioned 
Base For Pelvic 
Support 


Micro-Beads 
Provide Firm | 


Lower Back Support | 


Perfect Posture 
Support Cushion 


Was $1997 


SAVE 
Now $999 90% 


Only off catalog price 


Connect with DreaqmProducts.com 


™M SY fi @ & 


email blog facebook pinterest google+ 


Better Posture...Less Back Pain. 


Just slide this cushion in your favorite chair and relax, as it 
comfortably corrects your posture in 3 ways. Micro-beads 
positioned on each side provide firmer support for the lower 
back; side supports cradle your spine and cushioned base for 
pressure-relieving pelvic support. Reversible 18” x 13” x 2%” 


polyester/cotton import is great for work, traveling or at home. 
Satisfaction Guaranteed or Return For Your Money Back 


Reversible Grey & 
Black Cushion! 


1-800-530-2689 
Order Now Toll-Free 


Receive A Free Surprise Gift 
with every order 


Dept. 76369 © 2018 Dream Products, Inc. (Prices valid for tyr.) 


website offers 
may vary 
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Perfect Posture Support Cushion(s) | | | | | 
' @ $9.99 ea. |$ 
I 
I 
CA residents must add 7.25% sales tax | $ Name 
I 
: Regular Shipping & Handling Add $5.95 1st item Address 
: FREE Shipping & Handling when buying 2 or more! |$ 
' FOR EXPEDITED SHIPPING (optional) City ST Zip 
i LJ Add An Additional $2.95 
1 (receive your order 5-7 days from shipment) $ 2.95 
I : 
i Daytime Phone # 
: Please Print Clearly TOTAL |$ y 
I 
I 


Check or money order payable to: Dream Products, Inc. | Dept. 76369 |... 
Send Order To: 412 Dream Lane, Van Nuys, CA 91496 Pp Email), — 
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‘The Threat We Fail to Address’ 





| first read about U.S. vulnerability to electromagnetic pulse (EMP) about 20 
years ago, and became quite concerned about its devastating possibilities. 

In 2016, | attended a monthly meeting of our local power company. In 
attendance were the board members, the director and members of the 
management team. | was the only member of the public in attendance, and at 
the conclusion of the meeting | asked to be heard. | proceeded to ask about the 
company’s awareness of the vulnerability of the national grid and if anything 


been done to protect the local grid. 


The response | received was near-cluelessness. Only one person vaguely 
recalled reading something about EMP. No one else had even an inkling of what 
| was talking about, and they did not seem the least bit interested in learning 
anything more about the problem. If this is any indication of the awareness by 
local power companies around the country, we are in big trouble. 


I have been thumping the 
electrical-grid bible for 20 years, 
with mixed reactions. In the 
past, America had only to worry 
about being attacked by major 
powers with sophisticated 
military capabilities. Today, a 
12-year-old with a laptop can 
hack into our grid or any other 
classified system and take it 
down. Imagine what enemy 
nations or terrorists with 
financial backing can do. 

The main problem is that we 
put all our eggs into one basket. 
Everything is connected to the 
Internet now, including banks, 
utilities, government agencies 
and more. Recently I drove to 
the county courthouse to renew 
my license plates but was 


— Joe Evancho, Traverse City, Mich. 


unable to do so because its 
connection was down. | then 
went to my bank to withdraw 
some cash but was unable to do 
so because its connection was 
also down. My money was held 
hostage by the Internet. 

Iam an American Legion 
Rider and have conducted 
disaster-preparedness seminars. 
The issue falls on each and 
every individual. We can’t 
count on government help. 

— John Janetos, Maynard, Ark. 


When they think of power 
erid failure, Americans are 
accustomed to the occasional 
blackouts that have affected 
various major cities over the 
past few decades. They think it 
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may be a few days, or even a 
week or two, before the power 
comes back on. Analysis, 
however, makes it clear that the 
disaster from EMP will be near 
total, and will occur with 
unbelievable speed. Phones, 
computers, radios - all will die 
in an instant. 

The immediate cause of the 
deaths of millions will be lack of 
water and food, and the collapse 
of organizations and institutions 
will be almost instantaneous. In 
cities, traffic jams will lead to 
miles of immobilized vehicles. 
Police and fire vehicles and 
ambulances won't be able to 
move. With no telephones to call 
for help and police unable to 
respond, the population will be 
at the mercy of armed criminals. 

The enemy will prefer to strike 
near midday, during the winter, 
when a maximum number of 
people will be away from home. 
There will be no sources of food 
or water along the way, all 
restaurants having been looted. 
The enemy hopes it will be 
raining or snowing, to cause as 
much misery as possible. 

We won’t be able to repair our 
national power systems and 
most major computer- 
controlled systems, because 
without communication or 
transportation, replacement 
elements cannot be ordered. 
Neither can they be constructed, 
because the places that design 
and build them have ceased to 
exist. The engineering centers 
and factories are without power, 
and the people who can do the 
work are elsewhere, trying to 
survive. There is no way to 
provide water or food for the 


workers who ordinarily would 
install replacements. The lights 
will never come back on. 

Some observers believe all this 
could result from one or two 
large bombs exploding at 
300,000 to 400,000 feet above 
the earth. Another view is that 
15 or 20 bombs - four exploding 
over the population centers on 
each coast, and the remainder 
over key inland cities - would 
destroy the nation in little time. 

As Cooper points out, the 
authorities responsible for power 
and computerized systems are 
making little or no effort to 
harden their systems or protect 
system components. 


— DP. Kirchner, Glen Echo, Md. 


Concealed-carry reciprocity 

Rep. Val Demings raises 
several points to oppose H.R. 38 
(Big Issues, May), but she seems 
to forget that law-abiding 
concealed-carry people are the 
ones who will benefit from this 
bill. It would do nothing for the 
officers in her hypothetical 
situations because, as I am sure 
she is aware, criminals do not 
pay attention to the law. 


— Bill Nienstedt, Ellijay, Ga. 


Why is this debate even 
necessary? Article IV, Section 1, 
Paragraph 1 of the Constitution 
states: “Full faith and credit 
shall be given in each state to 
the public acts, records and 
judicial proceedings of every 
other state ....” Isn’t this clause 
why we don’t need a driver’s 
license for every state we drive 
through? And why we don’t need 
a new marriage license if we 
move to a different state? If a 


person has a concealed-carry 
permit in one state by an act of 
that state, it should be legal in 
all, according to Article IV. 

— Everett McCuaig, Sacramento, Calif 


Please consider that many 
concealed-carry permit holders 
are veterans who travel from 
state to state. All but a few have 
had firearms training, and you 
want them to relinquish their 
right to self-defense because they 
cross an imaginary line? 

— Brian D. Sexton, Ithaca, N.Y. 


Out of many, one 

Every American who has lost a 
loved one in our wars for our 
great nation grieves — parents, 
wives, sons, daughters and all 
close family and friends. No 
matter what religion, creed or 
color, sad tears belong to all 
Americans. We are truly a nation 
of “out of many, one.” A hostile 
bullet does not care who it kills 
on the battlefields of American 
history. Religion and ethnicity 
do not matter when enemy 
bullets take an American life. 
The photograph on the cover of 
the May issue does not reflect 
e pluribus unum. The photo does 
not reflect inclusion. 

— Charles Conn, Delray Beach, Fla. 


‘Sgt. Stubby, Movie Star’ 
I enjoyed the article about Sgt. 

Stubby (Rapid Fire, May), and 
I loved the movie. I hope the 
children who were there realized 
the story was more than just a 
cartoon - a history lesson was 
being told, with Sgt. Stubby as 
the main character. I can’t wait 
for the sequel! 

— Jane Gondek, Elgin, Ill. 





THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE WELCOMES YOUR OPINIONS 


Include your hometown and a daytime phone number for verification. All letters published are subject to editing. 
Due to the volume of mail received, not every letter can be acknowledged. 
The American Legion Magazine, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206 


magazine@legion.org 
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Why Ghoose Our Tubs? | Our tubs are designed to easily fit your existing tub space 
without full remodeling or further installation—you’ll wonder 


why you waited so long. 


v Lowest Price Guarantee 


v Industry’s Leading Low 


Step-In e Our easy-entry tubs feature low step-ins—you just walk right in— 
vy Hand-held Shower Wand perfect for those with reduced mobility or limited range of motion. 
v New Heated Seat and e Every tub comes with ergonomic seating, built-in grab bars and 

Backrest anti-slip flooring. Plus, all controls are easy to reach, hold and turn. 


v 10 Hydro Massage Jets e Relax with 10 hydro-massage jets positioned perfectly to target sore 


v Family Owned and Operated muscles and joints—your 
v MicroSoothe® Advanced Air tub is like a therapeutic spa! Call today and receive 
Therapy System EXCLUSIVE SAVINGS of 


It’s time to take your first step 
v Lifetime Warranty on Entire towards feeling great and stay 
Tub and Labor in the home you love. Call 
v Professional Installation and Now to schedule your Free 


Service Included In-Home Consultation and 


v Made in America Receive Exclusive Discounts. FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY 


For your FREE information kit and our Senior Discounts, Call Toll-Free Ss en oe 


VALK-IN TUB CoO. 
= — 4 / L / www.BuySafeStep.com 


CSLB 983603 F13000002885 13HV08744300 








COMMANDER'S MESSAGE 


A celebration that belongs to all of us 


The American Legion story is chiseled in rock, stamped in bronze, 
codified in law, and inked in the parchment of charters signed nearly a 
century ago by wartime veterans with a vision. 

The centennial of the nation’s largest and most influential veterans 
organization belongs to all American Legion Family members who have 
fulfilled - and continue fulfilling - that vision through individual 
obligation to community, state and nation. 

When the American Legion 100th Anniversary Observance Committee 
drafted a five-year plan in 2013, it identified some important priorities: 
local and regional involvement, using the legacy of the organization to 
drive a vision for the second century, and engagement with the entire 
community, especially those who have benefited from American Legion 
Family values and services. 

Local posts across the land have dug into their scrapbooks and pried 
open boxes to discover how their Legion families have strengthened 
communities over the past century. Veterans memorials (2,000 and 
counting) have been revisited, cleaned up, documented and recorded in 
a national database. Events have been planned, post profiles (more than 
2,900) have been created on the centennial website, and media messages 
have been developed. 

“The Greatest Legislation: An American Legion Centennial Salute to 
the GI Bill” exhibit is now a year into its nationwide tour, sharing the 
story of how the measure drafted by our founding generation and 
shepherded into the 21st century by subsequent Legionnaires changed 
the world. The traveling exhibit debuted at the National WWII Museum 
in New Orleans and has since been on display at the Student Veterans of 
America national convention in San Antonio, Bob Hope Patriotic Hall in 
Los Angeles, the Montana Military Museum at Fort William Henry 
Harrison in Helena, and the Iowa Gold Star Military Museum at Camp 
Dodge in Johnston. More stops are in development. 

A Team 100 membership drive is ready for launch, to turn this 
milestone into growth to help us continue building an even greater 
legacy in the future. 

This is an exciting time to be in the American Legion Family, a time to 
reflect on the foundation laid for our century of success and use it as a 
springboard for the next 100 years. Members are encouraged to use the 
materials developed by the Legion’s National Headquarters to do just 
that both internally and externally, including the Centennial Celebration 
Workbook and 100th Anniversary Media Toolkit. 

The 100th American Legion National Convention in Minneapolis in 
August will be like none before, with reflections on past conventions 
— and war eras - right back to the first in 1919 in the same city, and the 
birth of the Legion’s first century of service. 

Watch this summer for the rollout of a new web platform at 
www.legion.org/centennial and more as we show our communities, 
states and nation the timelessness of our values. 


Hanis. H- Rehan 
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National Commander 
Denise H. Rohan 


MEMORANDA 


BOYS NATION 


American Legion Boys Nation runs 
July 20-28 in Arlington, Va. Follow 
elections, activities and other 
news online. 

€ www.legion.org/boysnation 


SHOOTING SPORTS 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

The 28th annual American Legion 
Junior Shooting Sports National 
Championship will be July 24-28 in 
Colorado Springs, Colo. Follow the 
competition online. 

€ www.legion.org/shooting 


ATTEND NATIONAL 
MEMBERSHIP WORKSHOP 

The 2018 American Legion National 
Membership Workshop will be 
Aug. 10-11 in Indianapolis. 
Department and district Legion 
officers will learn, network and 
share best practices for 
membership growth and 
retention, and hear from national 
leadership and guest speakers. 
Breakout sessions will include 
district commander training, 
department membership 
chairman training and long-term 
membership planning. 


Any Legion Family member may 
attend at his or her own expense; 
contact your department adjutant 
to learn more. 

€ www.legion.org/training/ 
membership 
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“Are you kidding? 

What a great watch 
at a ridiculous price. 
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Thank you Stauer! 
— Gitto, Hicksville NY 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Only $29! 
You would be hard pressed to find a 
timepiece of this outstanding 


quality and precision 
> at this price. 


ITS ENOUGH TO MAKE YOU 
BLUE IN THE FACE 


Time to take a stand against overpriced watches with the Stauer Urban Blue, now only $29. 


ou need a new watch...the one you are wearing was made 

when Nixon was in office, but extravagantly-priced watches 
that add zeros just because of a high falootin’ name are an insult 
to your logic. Why shell out big money so some foreign company 
can sponsor another yacht race? It’s time to put an end to such 
madness. It’s absolutely possible to have the highest quality, 
precision classic timepiece without the high and mighty price 


tag. Case in point: The Stauer Urban Blue. 


Packed with high-end watch performance and style, 
minus the high-end price tag. It’s everything a high-end 
watch should be: Sturdy stainless steel and genuine leather 
construction. Precision timing that’s accurate to four seconds a 
day—that’s more precise than a 27-jewel automatic watch priced 
at over $6,000. And, good looking— with simple, clean lines 
and a striking metallic blue face. 

“Blue watches are one of the growing style trends seen in the 


> 


watch world in the past few years” —W/atcH TIME® 


Your great escape from the over-priced watch craze. At 
Stauer, we go directly to the source (cutting out the middleman), 
and engineer our own watch designs. This means we can offer a 
top quality timepiece that happens to only cost the same as two 
well-made cocktails at your favorite bar. So, while we’re busy 


revolutionizing the watch industry to bring you more real value, 
you can take your own stand against overpriced watches with 


the Urban Blue. 


Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. Wear the Urban Blue for 
30 days. If you’re not convinced that you achieved excellence for 
less, send it back for a refund of the item price. The Urban Blue 

is one of our fastest sellers. It takes six months to engineer this 
watch so don’t wait. Take a stand against overpriced watches in 
impeccable style. Limited to the first 1900 responders to this 
ad only. Don’t miss out...call today! 


Stauer Urban Blue Watch $4991 
Offer Code Price $29 + S&P Save $170 


1-800-333-2045 


Your Insider Offer Code: UBW318-02 
You must use this insider offer code to get our special price. 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 


Staue www.stauer.com 


t Special price only for customers using the offer code versus the price on Stauer. 
com without your offer code. 





14101 Southcross Drive W., 
@® Ste 155, Dept. UBW318-02 
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Rating of A+ 





Precision movement ¢ Stainless steel caseback and crown ¢ Cotswold™ mineral crystal « Date window 
e Water resistant to 3 ATM ¢ Genuine leather band fits wrists 6 %4’’-8 4” 


Stauer... Afford the Extraordinary. 


WALTER IVIE 


Walter Ivie walked into his first meeting at 
Travis Post 76 in Austin, Texas, as anew 
American Legion member. He walked out as 
the post’s finance officer. The role was ideal 
for lvie, who has a master’s in business 


Watch an interview of Walter Ivie online: administration, passed the CPA exam and 


Wri legion.org/magazine worked professionally in finance for years. 
aoe Under lvie’s stewardship, the historic post 


See an archive of past interviews: home underwent a renovation and now 
: : : brings in money from hosting weddings and 
www.legion.org/iamlegion 
other events. 


The American Legion, too, proved a good 
fit for the former infantry officer. 

“The real reason | joined was that as a 
platoon leader in Vietnam | took care of my 
guys — | looked after them, felt responsibility 
for them,” lvie says. “When | was asked to join 
The American Legion, it was another 
opportunity for me to stand up for those 
veterans. | think about those guys frequently 
and wonder how some of them are doing. 
I’m dedicated to working for all veterans to 
see that they get what they deserve.” 

After 30 years of fighting for veterans’ 
rights, lvie embraces the role of leading the 
next generation of Legionnaires. “When 
| joined, | helped build this post. At this point 
in time | would like to relax a little, but you 
get invested in the post, and you have to 
keep it going. We must transition from our 
Vietnam veterans to the Iraq and Afghanistan 
veterans.” 

— Henry Howard 


BRANCH OF SERVICE Army 
(T9eSaIor} 


RANK First lieutenant 


MILITARY JOB Infantry operations/ 
intelligence specialist 


AMERICAN LEGION POST Travis Post 
76, Austin, Texas 


YEARS IN THE LEGION 30 


LEGION ACTIVITIES 

a» National Media & Communications 
Commission chairman (2015-present) 
a National Revenue Enhancement 
Committee chairman (2012-2015) 

=» Department commander (2016-2017) 
a District commander (2008-2010) 

=» Post commander (1995-1996) 

= Post adjutant (2007-2012, 
2017-present) 


ANCONA ale Ae-l any 
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gravity defyer 


a 


Plantar Fasciitis ° Arthritis - Joint Pain *Heel Spurs *Back & Knee Pain 


£6 I've had lower back pain for 

years. Walking in these shoes 

was life changing for me. | feel 
like ’m walking on air. 55 


- Bill F. 





PATENTED VERSOSHOCK® SOLE 
SHOCK ABSORPTION SYSTEM 


Enjoy the benefits of exercise 
with proven pain reliet. 


¥ Ultimate Comfort 
v Renewed Energy 
v¥ Maximum Protection 
v Improve Posture 





*Results of a double-blind study conducted by Olive 
View UCLA Medical Center. 


Yep= $30 OFF 
G-DEFY ION $150 
YOUR ORDER 
Men Sizes 7.5-15 M/W/XW Women Sizes 6-11 M/W/XW 
- Black TB9025MBB - Black/Blue 1B9022FTL ; 
- Red/Gray  1B9022MRG - Gray/Teal 1B9022FGU www.gravitydefyer.com 


Expires October 31, 2018 
Free Exchanges « Free Returns 
100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 


Call 1(800) 429-0039 
Gravity Detyer Corp. 
10643 Glenoaks Blvd. Pacoima, CA 91331 


(A+ ® Nee-laeitiaem = ersoshock® U.S Patent #US8,555,526 B2. This product has not been evaluated by the FDA. Not intended to treat, cure or prevent any disease. 
\Rating/ TET eee $30 off applies to orders of $100 or more for this limited time offer. 9% CA sales tax applies to orders in California. Shoes must be returned 
—| BBB within 30 days in like-new condition for full refund or exchange. Credit card authorization required. See website for complete details. 








BIG ISSUES 


President Trump's 2019 budget 


SUPPORT 





Rep. Rob Woodall, R-Ga. 


@ Woodall isa member of the House 
Budget Committee and chairman of 
the Rules Subcommittee on 
Legislative and Budget Process. 





Each year, the budget process begins with the 
president releasing the administration’s budget as 
a benchmark from which to build consensus. 
President Trump fulfilled that obligation, and I’m 
pleased he did. It’s important to understand that 
the White House budget is 
not binding or final; rather, it 
defines in clear form where 
the administration’s priorities 
lie. In the president’s 
budget we see a commitment 
to investing in national 
security and those who work 
so tirelessly to provide it, as 
well as an awareness that we must rein in federal 
spending without neglecting infrastructure needs. 

I share President Trump’s desire to provide 
certainty and necessary resources for our men and 
women in uniform and those protecting our 
borders, as well as ensure that our veterans have 
the support they’ve earned. I share his vision for a 
2lst-century economy and infrastructure system 
that encourages growth and opportunity. I also am 
keenly aware that federal spending is the driving 
force behind a rising national debt. Ultimately, the 
only way to address these challenges and achieve 
our shared goals is by implementing a sound 
budgeting and appropriations process. 

The good news, however, is that as part of the 
recently passed Bipartisan Budget Act, we have a 
very real opportunity to reform the process in a 
way we haven’t seen in 40 years. Irrespective of 
which side of the aisle one sits, no one believes the 
current process is the best way to move the 
country forward. With the creation of the Joint 
Select Committee on Budget and Appropriations 
Process Reform - a 16-member panel consisting of 
eight Republicans and eight Democrats from both 
the House and the Senate - I believe we can, and 
will, seize the opportunity to effect lasting change. 





THE HEART OF THE ISSUE 


Supporters of President Trump’s 
2019 budget proposal say it increases 
defense spending, protects borders 
and makes government more efficient. 
Critics say it makes drastic cuts 
to essential social programs. 


OPPOSE 
Rep. Linda Sanchez, D-Calif. 


@ Sanchez is a member of the House 
Committee on Ways and Means. 





President Trump’s budget hits low-income 
families where it hurts. It slashes funding for 
basic necessities like food and health care, 
putting our very health and well-being at risk. 
And what many Americans don’t realize is that 
veterans are among those 
who will bear the burden of 
these reckless cuts. 

Veterans may find it 
challenging to find work and 
pay the bills after returning 
from service, or they may 
have a disability that makes 
it more difficult or even 
impossible for them to work. Fortunately, the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP) exists to help them afford the food they 
need to get by. According to the Center on Budget 
and Policy Priorities, nearly 1.5 million veterans 
— including 96,000 in California - are able to put 
food on the table thanks to SNAP. Instead of 
maintaining and strengthening this vital program 
that keeps millions of Americans out of poverty 
each year, the president’s budget cuts SNAP by 
25 percent. 

Veterans may also need Medicaid coverage to 
get care for complex chronic conditions, brain 
injuries, disability or behavioral health needs. 
The Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation has found 
that 875,000 non-elderly veterans, with 92,000 in 
California, have Medicaid coverage. Rather than 
investing in Medicaid, which is a lifeline to nearly 
70 million Americans, the president’s budget 
fundamentally restructures and guts the program 
by more than $1 trillion. 

The Trump budget proposal is inexcusable. 
Budgets are moral documents that reflect our 
priorities. Low-income families, including those 
with members who have served or are serving in 
our armed forces, deserve better. 





CONTACT YOUR ELECTED OFFICIALS 


The Honorable (name), U.S. Senate, Washington, DC 20510 » Phone: (202) 224-3121 
The Honorable (name), U.S. House of Representatives, Washington, DC 20515 « Phone: (202) 225-3121 
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Breakthrough technology converts phone calls to captions. 


New amplified phone lets you * 
hear AND see the conversation. 


The Hamilton® CapTel® Captioned Telephone converts phone conversations 
to easy-to-read captions for individuals with hearing loss. 





Do you get discouraged when 

you hear your telephone ring? 

Do you avoid using your phone 
because hearing difficulties make 
it hard to understand the person 
on the other end of the line? For 
many Americans the telephone 
conversation — once an important 
part of everyday life — has become 
a thing of the past. Because they 
can’t understand what is said to 
them on the phone, they’re often 
cut off from friends, family, doctors 
and caregivers. Now, thanks to 
innovative technology there Is 
finally a better way. 


A simple idea... made possible 
with sophisticated technology. 
If you have trouble understanding 
a Call, captioned telephone can 
change your life. During a phone 
call the words spoken to you 
appear on the phone’s screen — 
similar to closed captioning on TV. 
So when you make or receive a 
call, the words spoken to you 

are not only amplified by the 
phone, but scroll across the 
phone so you can listen while 
reading everything that’s said to 
you. Each call is routed through 
a call center, where computer 
technology — aided by a live 
representative — generates 
voice-to-text translations. 

The captioning is real-time, 
accurate and readable. Your 
conversation is private and the 
captioning service doesn’t cost 
you a penny. Internet Protocol 
Captioned Telephone Service 

(IP CTS) is regulated and funded 
by the Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) and is designed 
exclusively for individuals with 
hearing loss. To learn more, visit 
www.fcc.gov. The Hamilton CapTel 














hello 
kK grandma this is 


aitlynn how are you 
today? | wanted to 
Say thank you 
for the birthday Card 


Pras 
OSE a to tet 


phone requires telephone service 
and high-speed Internet access. 
WiFi Capable. Callers do not 
need special equipment or a 
captioned telephone in order to 
speak with you. 











Finally... a phone 

you can use again. N 
The Hamilton \ 
CapTel phone is 

also packed 

with features 

to help make 

phone calls 
easier. The z _ 
keypad has 7 
large, easy to 

use buttons. You 

get adjustable volume 
amplification along with the 
ability to save captions for review 
later. It even has an answering 
machine that provides you with 
the captions of each message. 


CAL 
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“For years | avoided phone 
calls because | couldn't 
understand the caller... 

now | don’t miss a thing!” 


See for yourself with our 
exclusive home trial. Try a 
captioned telephone in your 
own home and if you are not 
completely amazed, simply 
return it within 60-days for a 


SEE what 
you've been refund of the product purchase 
missing! price. It even comes with a 


9-year warranty. 


Captioned 
Telephone 


Call now for our special 
introductory price! 


Call now Toll-Free 


1-888-854-8562 


Please mention promotion code 109436. 


The Captioning Telephone is intended for use by people with hearing loss. In purchasing a Captioning Telephone, you 
acknowledge that it will be used by someone who cannot hear well over a traditional phone. Hamilton is a registered 
trademark of Nedelco, Inc. d/b/a Hamilton Telecommunications. CapTel is a registered trademark of Ultratec, Inc. 


81135 














Te 


oJ (i) 


Don’t dismiss warnings about 
protection from the sun’s rays. 


One of every five Americans will develop skin 
cancer during his or her lifetime. They range from 
basal cell and squamous cell carcinoma (both 
malignant but less likely to spread) to malignant 
melanoma, a highly aggressive cancer that can 
rapidly spread to other areas of the body and 
become fatal. 

Skin cancers can be caused by many things, 
including UV radiation. We’ve all heard the 
warnings, but most of us are guilty of shrugging 
them off as inconvenient or thinking it won’t 
happen to us. But it can, and it does. One person 
dies from melanoma every 54 minutes. 

Jeffrey Gershenwald, professor of surgical 
oncology and medical director of the Melanoma 
and Skin Center at the University of Texas MD 
Anderson Cancer Center, says we’ve learned a lot 
about the causes of skin cancer in recent years. 
Unfortunately, getting people to change their 
behavior is difficult. 

“In decades past, we heard about getting ‘a good 
color’ or ‘a healthy glow,’ but now we know that 
tanned skin is damaged skin, and we know that 
UV light damages cells and alters their genetic 
makeup,” he says. 

In 2009, the World Health Organization declared 
UV overexposure a Class 1 carcinogen, putting it 
on the same level as tobacco and plutonium, 
Gershenwald adds. 

Sunscreen, with a minimum SPF of 30, is an 
easy and reliable way of protecting yourself, but it 
has to be applied thoroughly and regularly - and 
re-applied after exercise or time in the water. 
Experts say it should be labeled “broad spectrum,’ 


’ 
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BY LANCE FRAZER 
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Media Bakery 


as the sun emits UV light of three different types 
(A,B and C). 

Several groups of researchers are taking our 
increased knowledge of skin cancer and UV light 
and working to create better sunscreens. 

Vasilios Stavros, a researcher at the University 
of Warwick in Coventry, England, is part of a 
research team looking into how sunscreens work 
at the molecular level. “If we better understand 
how the molecules in sunscreen absorb light, then 
we can manipulate the molecules to absorb more 
energy,” as well as protecting the molecules from 
degradation, which would mean applying sun- 
screens less often, Stavros says. 

Most sunscreens protect well against UVB, but 
not UVA (which can cause more damage, as it 
penetrates deeper into human tissue), so a group at 
the University of Bath (UK) developed a way to 
protect skin from the inside out. Charareh 
Pourzand of the Department of Pharmacy and 
Pharmacology says the substance her team 
developed provides an active protection against 
UVA from inside cells, binding up the excess free 
iron that would otherwise produce a reaction 
increasing the risk of cell death and cancer. It 
would need to be applied regularly, but provides 
far better protection than current formulations. 

Since DNA damage from sunlight is a key 
concern, Guy German’s team at Binghamton 
University is looking at how a “sacrificial” layer of 
DNA can stop UV radiation from reaching into the 
body and damaging our DNA. 

“When UV light irradiates it, the DNA absorbs 
the light and can become damaged, which enables 


the DNA to attenuate even more UV 
light,” German says. “With our 
(DNA) films, they can absorb UV 
light straight away.” German says the 
films his group has developed can 
block nearly all UVC and UVB light, 
and are moderately effective against 
UVA (an effect that improves further 
with more UV exposure). 

Some of these changes are a few 
years down the road. Until then, 
Gershenwald’s advice is to limit your 
sun exposure, never use an indoor 
tanning facility, apply (and re-apply 
frequently) a minimum SPF 30 
sunscreen, and get your children and 
erandchildren on board. 

“Think of this as a family affair,” 
he says. “Early sun exposure creates 
significant risk later on. Research 
indicates that one childhood sunburn 
doubles your risk of melanoma later 
on, sO a young age is a good time to 
start the right behavior. It’s not 
possible to eliminate risk, but it is 
possible to integrate risk-reduction 
behaviors into life early on by 
teaching your kids and setting a good 
example.” 


Lance Frazer is a California-based 
freelance writer specializing in health 
and medicine, science, nature and 
the environment. 


RESOURCES 


University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer 
Center: €} www.mdanderson.org/ 
cancermoonshots/cancer-types/ 
melanoma.html 


Information for young children and their 
parents: G sunbeatables.org 

American Society for Dermatologic Surgery: 
€2 www.asds.net/skincancerInformation. 
aspx 


Living Well is designed to provide 
general information. It is not intended 
to be, nor is it, medical advice. Readers 
should consult their physicians when 
they have health problems. 








LIVING WELL 
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Pollen protection 


Between 40 million and 60 million Americans experience seasonal 
allergic rhinitis, better known as hay fever — though symptoms don’t 
include fever and a person doesn’t have to be exposed to hay. 

Actually, pollinating plants that fertilize themselves through the 
spread of tiny pollen grains are the cause of spring and summer sneezing 
fits. Common sources of pollen include ragweed, sagebrush, pigweed, 
birch, cedar, oak, grasses and trees, according to Healthy Living Made 
Simple (HLMS) magazine. 

Sneezing, runny nose, eye irritation, and inflammation of the eyes and 
sinuses are among the symptoms. To help prevent or at least limit allergic 
reactions to pollen, HLMS offers these tips: 
= Keep track of high-pollen-count days (local news stations usually track 
pollen counts on their websites and broadcasts) and limit outdoor 
activities when pollen counts are high. 
= Close your car and house windows on high-pollen-count days. 

m Make sure your home’s air filters are replaced or cleaned regularly. 

= Talk with your physician about taking a preventive over-the-counter 
allergy medicine. 

= Take a shower before going to bed, which will help remove pollen from 
your body and keep it off your bedding. 

= Clean your bedding weekly. 

m™ Change your bath and hand towels more frequently than other times 
of the year. 

= Dry clothes indoors when the pollen count is high, rather than on an 
outdoor clothesline. 

@ Try to avoid working outside until late in the day, given that flowering 
plants release pollen early in the morning. 

m@ Take off your shoes before you come into the house, to avoid tracking 
pollen into your home. 


Wikimedia Commons 


1,170 


Percent increase in U.S. retail pharmacy 
dispensing of naloxone, a drug used to 
reverse opioid overdoses, between the 
fourth quarter of 2013 and the second 
quarter of 2015. Surgeon General 
Jerome Adams wants more Americans 
to make a habit of carrying naloxone 
on them, to aid in emergencies. 


Source: American Journal of Public Health, National Public Radio 
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Rick—Husband, father, veteran, 
patient cured* with MAVYRET 


“Cure means the hep C virus Is not detectable in the blood 3 months after treatment ends. 
Individual results may vary. 


DONT FACE HEP C ALONE. 


FORCE or call 1-877-628-9738. 


QOODVIC —_ ©2018 AbbVie Inc. 


North Chicago, IL 60064 46A-1940441 March 2018 Printed in U.S.A. 
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USE 

MAVYRET™ (glecaprevir and 
pibrentasvir) tablets are a prescription 
medicine used to treat adults with 
chronic (lasting a long time) hepatitis 
C virus (hep C) genotypes 1, 2, 3, 4, 
5, or 6 infection without cirrhosis or 
with compensated cirrhosis. 


IMPORTANT SAFETY 
INFORMATION 


What is the most important information 
| should know about MAVYRET? 
Hepatitis B virus reactivation: Before 
Starting treatment with MAVYRET, 
your doctor will do blood tests to 
check for hepatitis B virus infection. 

It you have ever had hepatitis B virus 
Infection, the hepatitis B virus could 
become active again during or after 
treatment of hepatitis C virus with 
MAVYRET. Hepatitis B virus becoming 
active again (called reactivation) may 
Cause serious liver problems including 
liver failure and death. Your doctor 
will monitor you If you are at risk for 
hepatitis B virus reactivation during 
treatment and after you stop taking 
MAVYRET. 


Do not take MAVYRET if you: 
e Have certain liver problems 
e Are taking the medicines: 
— atazanavir (EVOTAZ®, REYATAZ®) 


— rifampin (RIFADIN®, RIFAMATE®, 


RIFATER®, RIMACTANE®) 


What should | tell my doctor before 

taking MAVYRET? 

e If you have ever had hepatitis B 
virus infection, liver problems other 
than hep C infection, or any other 
medical conditions. 

e If you are pregnant or plan to 
become pregnant, or if you are 
breastfeeding or plan to breastfeed. 
lt is not known if MAVYRET will 
harm your unborn baby or pass Into 
your breast milk. Talk to your doctor 
about the best way to feed your 
baby if you take MAVYRET. 


i: 
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e About all the medicines you take, 
Including prescription and 
over-the-counter medicines, 
vitamins, and herbal supplements. 
MAVYRET and other medicines 
may affect each other. This can 
Cause you to have too much or 
not enough MAVYRET or other 
medicines in your body. This may 
affect the way MAVYRET or your 
other medicines work, or may cause 
Side effects. 

— Do not start taking a new medicine 
without telling your doctor. Your 
doctor can tell you if it is safe 
to take MAVYRET with other 
medicines. 


What are the common side effects 
of MAVYRET? 
e The most common side effects 
of MAVYRET are headache and 
tiredness. 
These are not all of the possible side 
effects of MAVYRET. Tell your doctor 
if you have any side effect that 
bothers you or that does not go away. 
This is the most important information 
to know about MAVYRET. For more 
information, talk to your doctor or 
healthcare provider. 
You are encouraged to report negative 
Side effects of prescription drugs to 
the FDA. Visit www.tda.gov/medwatch 
or call 1-800-FDA-1088. 
If you cannot afford your medication, 
contact www.pparx.org for assistance. 


Please see a brief summary of the 
full Prescribing Information on the 
following page. 


glecaprevir/pibrentasvir 


100 mg/40 mg tablets 





MAVYRET™ (MAV-ih-reht) 
(glecaprevir and pibrentasvir) Tablets 
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What is the most important information | 
should know about MAVYRET? 


MAVYRET can cause serious side effects, 
including: 

Hepatitis B virus reactivation. Before starting 
treatment with MAVYRET, your doctor will do 
blood tests to check for hepatitis B virus infection. 
If you have ever had hepatitis B virus infection, 
the hepatitis B virus could become active again 
during or after treatment of hepatitis C virus with 
MAVYRET. Hepatitis B virus becoming active 
again (called reactivation) may cause serious 
liver problems including liver failure and death. 
Your doctor will monitor you if you are at risk for 
hepatitis B virus reactivation during treatment and 
after you stop taking MAVYRET. 


For more information about side effects, see 
the section “What are the possible side effects 
of MAVYRET?” 


What is MAVYRET? 


e MAVYRET is a prescription medicine used to 
treat adults with chronic (lasting a long time) 
hepatitis C virus (HCV) genotypes 1, 2, 3, 

4 5 or 6 infection without cirrhosis or with 
compensated cirrhosis. 


MAVYRET contains the two medicines: glecaprevir 
and pibrentasvir. 


It is not Known if MAVYRET is safe and effective in 
children under 18 years of age. 


Do not take MAVYRET if you: 
e have certain liver problems 
e also take any of the following medicines: 
e atazanavir (EVOTAZ®, REYATAZ®) 
e rifampin (RIFADIN®, RIFAMATE®, RIFATER®, 
RIMACTANE®) 


Before taking MAVYRET, tell your doctor about 
all of your medical conditions, including if you: 
e have ever had hepatitis B virus infection 

e have liver problems other than hepatitis C virus 
infection. 

e are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is 
not known if MAVYRET will harm your unborn 
baby. 

e are breastfeeding or plan to breastfeed. It is not 
known if MAVYRET passes into your breast milk. 
Talk to your doctor about the best way to feed 
your baby if you take MAVYRET. 


Tell your doctor about all the medicines you 
take, including prescription and over-the-counter 
medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements. 
MAVYRET and other medicines may affect each 
other. This can cause you to have too much or not 


enough MAVYRET or other medicines in your body. 


This may affect the way MAVYRET or your other 
medicines work, or may cause side effects. 


Keep a list of your medicines to show your 

doctor and pharmacist. 

e You can ask your doctor or pharmacist for a list 
of medicines that interact with MAVYRET. 

e Do not start taking a new medicine without 
telling your doctor. Your doctor can tell you if it 
is Safe to take MAVYRET with other medicines. 








CONSUMER BRIEF SUMMARY 
CONSULT PACKAGE INSERT FOR 
FULL PRESCRIBING INFORMATION 


Read the Patient Information that comes with MAVYRET before you start taking it and each time you get 
a refill. There may be new information. This brief summary does not take the place of talking with your 
doctor about your medical condition or treatment. 


How should | take MAVYRET? (tocopherol) polyethylene glycol succinate. The 


e Take MAVYRET exactly as your doctor tells you tablets do not contain een: 
to take it. Do not change your dose unless your Manufactured by AbbVie Inc., North Chicago, IL 
doctor tells you to. 60064. 
e Do not stop taking MAVYRET without first talking | MAVYRET is a trademark of AbbVie Inc. All other 
with your doctor. brands listed are trademarks of their respective 
e Take 3 MAVYRET tablets at one time each day. Owners and are not trademarks of AbbVie Inc. The 
e Take MAVYRET with food. makers of these brands are not affiliated with and 
e It is important that you do not miss or skip doses | do not endorse AbbVie Inc. or its products. 
of MAVYRET during treatment. For more information go to www.MAVYRET.com or 
e If you miss a dose of MAVYRET and it is: call 1-800-633-9110. 

e Less than 18 hours from the time you usually 
take MAVYRET, take the missed dose with food 
as soon as possible. Then take your next dose 
at your usual time. 

e More than 18 hours from the time you usually 
take MAVYRET, do not take the missed dose. 
Take your next dose as usual with food. 


If you take too much MAVYRET, call your doctor or 
go to the nearest hospital emergency room right 
away. 


What are the possible side effects of MAVYRET? 


MAVYRET can cause serious side effects, 

including: 

e Hepatitis B virus reactivation. See “What is the 
most important information | should know about 
MAVYRET?” 


The most common side effects of MAVYRET include 
headache and tiredness. 


These are not all the possible side effects of 
MAVYRET. 


Call your doctor for medical advice about side 
effects. You may report side effects to FDA at 
1-800-FDA-1088. 


How should | store MAVYRET? 


e Store MAVYRET at or below 86°F (30°C). 
e Keep MAVYRET in its original blister package until 
you are ready to take it. 


Keep MAVYRET and all medicines out of the 
reach of children. 


General information about the safe and 
effective use of MAVYRET 


Medicines are sometimes prescribed for purposes 
other than those listed in a Patient Information 
leaflet. Do not use MAVYRET for a condition for 
which it was not prescribed. Do not give MAVYRET 
to other people, even if they have the same 
symptoms that you have. It may harm them. You 
can ask your doctor or pharmacist for information 
about MAVYRET that is written for health 
professionals. 


What are the ingredients in MAVYRET? 


Active ingredients: glecaprevir and pibrentasvir 
Inactive ingredients: colloidal silicon dioxide, 
copovidone (type K 28), croscarmellose sodium, 
hypromellose 2910, iron oxide red, lactose 
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Imagine being one of the first Americans to 
explore the western United States, as Meriwether 
Lewis and William Clark did more than 200 years 
ago. Much has changed, but you can follow in 
their footsteps on the Lewis & Clark National 
Historic Trail, which runs from Illinois to 
Washington state. Here are five highlights: 


Tavern Cave, St. Albans, Mo. Step inside the 
same cave Lewis and Clark explored on their epic 
journey. A landmark well known to Indians as 
well as European trappers and traders, the cave is 
20 feet smaller in width now than when Lewis and 
Clark visited, according to the National Park 
Service. The explorers described different images 
and names painted in the cave, and noted that 
Lewis nearly fell to his death but saved himself by 
catching his knife on the rocks. 


Sacagawea Park, Livingston, Mont. While the 
expedition largely followed the Missouri River in 
search for a water route to the Pacific Ocean, Clark 
broke from the group where the river forks to head 
down the Yellowstone River. This point, which 
marks the Corps of Discovery’s exploration of the 
Yellowstone, features a monument of their 
traveling companion Sacagawea on a horse and 
holding her son, Jean Baptiste. 


ALMA) 


a Ro Visit Soldiers’ National Monument 
at Gettysburg National Cemetery this 
summer to attend “One Hundred 
Nights of Taps,” every night at 7 p.m. 
through Labor Day. Different buglers 
from around the country will take 
turns sounding the melancholy 
24-note call, one each evening. 
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Upper Missouri River Breaks National Monument 


Photo courtesy Montana Office of Tourism and Business Development 


Upper Missouri River Breaks National 
Monument, Fort Benton, Mont. This 149-mile 
area contains portions of the Lewis & Clark trail 
and is largely unchanged. Visitors can explore the 
Upper Missouri River and see where American 
Indians once lived, as well as observe wildlife, 
including elk and bighorn sheep herds, prairie 
dogs, antelope and mule deer. 


Spirit Mound Historic Prairie, Vermillion, S.D. 
Feared as evil by local Indians, Spirit Mound 
remains one of a few identifiable places Lewis and 
Clark recorded in their journals. When they 
reached the top despite extreme heat, they saw 
herds of buffalo below and plains extending 
“without interruption.” 


Cape Disappointment Historic District and 
State Park, Ilwaco, Wash. Cape Disappointment 
is where the Corps of Discovery first spotted the 
Pacific Ocean, and the men even carved their 
names into a trunk nearby to commemorate the 
moment. Today the area is the site of two historic 
lighthouses, and visitors are welcome to set up 
their own camps, just like Lewis and Clark, at the 
state park. 


Lyn Mettler is a freelance travel writer who blogs at 
GotoTravelGal.com. 


The Museum of the 
American Revolution in 
Philadelphia opened at 
Revolution Place this summer 
an interactive exhibit that 
re-creates a military 
encampment, tavern and 
18th-century meeting house. 
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VETERANS UPDATE 


Law expands caregiver plan, clarifies Choice 


BY TOM PHILPOTT 


Congress in May passed sweeping legislation to 
expand veterans’ access to quality health care in 
their communities and to extend VA comprehensive 
caregiver benefits to older generations of veterans, 
although the caregiver phase-in schedule likely will 
test their patience. 

The House voted 347-70 May 16 to approve the 
mammoth VA MISSION Act of 2018 - officially 
retitled the John S. McCain 
III, Daniel K. Akaka and 
Samuel R. Johnson VA 
Maintaining Internal Systems 
and Strengthening Integrated 
Outside Networks Act 
(S. 2372). The Senate passed 
it 92-5, one week later, and 
sent it to President Trump’s 
desk for a signature. 

“It Keeps our promise to give veterans more 
choice in their health care while building on our 
strong investment in VA’s internal capacity,” said 
Rep. Phil Roe, R-Tenn., chairman of the House 
Veterans’ Affairs Committee. 

Roe, his Senate counterpart Sen. Johnny Isakson 
R-Ga., and their committees’ ranking Democrats 
negotiated the complex package over many 
months, seeking advice from The American Legion 
and other veterans organizations. 

The new law authorizes continued funding of the 
Choice program for one more year to ensure 
continuity of care while VA consolidates seven 
existing initiatives for authorizing private-sector 
care into a single Veterans Community Care 
Program (VCCP). 

To create the VCCP, VA will contract to establish 
outside networks of health-care providers to 
supplement VA hospital care, medical services and 
extended care services, when needed, for veterans 
enrolled in VA health care. 

Community care alternatives will be offered to 
veterans if VA can’t provide needed care or do so in 
a manner that meets access standards, which are 
to be set later by the department. The VCCP also 
will be offered to enrolled veterans residing in 
Alaska, Hawaii or New Hampshire or who, on the 
day before the law’s enactment, resided more than 
40 miles away from a VA medical facility in a state 
with low population density and the veteran 
actively uses VA health care. Private-sector care 
will be authorized if VA determines that a VA 
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medical center is not meeting standards for quality, 
which also will be developed by VA for different 
types of care. 

The bill enacts many more features to improve 
VA health care, including access to walk-in clinics 
operated by non-VA entities for veterans who 
actively use VA health care. For the first two 
visits to a private clinic in any year, veterans’ 
copayments will be limited to 
amounts, if any, required at 
VA facilities. For subsequent 
visits, copayment amounts 
are to be set by VA. 

One long-overdue provision 
addresses a stark inequity 
regarding access to 
comprehensive caregiver 
benefits, including a monthly 
stipend, health insurance, respite care training and 
more. For years, these benefits have only been 
available to caregivers of post-9/11 veterans who 
were severely injured in service. 

The VA MISSION Act will extend these benefits 
to older generations of severely injured veterans at 
an estimated cost of $6.7 billion for the first five 
years. Expansion is cautiously planned. It will not 
proceed until VA certifies that it has sufficiently 
upgraded its technology and other oversight 
capabilities to be able to track and consistently 
administer benefits. 

Expansion then will occur in two stages, the first 
to begin in 2019 to veterans injured in service on or 
before May 7, 1975. Stage 2 would begin two years 
later, to benefit veterans injured in service after 
May 7, 1975, and before Sept. 11, 2001. 

The Congressional Budget Office (CBO) estimates 
that 16,900 additional veterans will qualify in 
Stage 1 and another 18,100 in Stage 2. In 2017, the 
average cost to VA of providing caregiver benefits 
was $18,300 per veteran. Older generations are 
expected to qualify for more caregiver assistance, 
so CBO predicts the average cost will climb to 
$28,900. 

The bill will also enhance caregiver benefits, 
including for 22,000 current participants in the 
program, by adding legal and financial advice 
services. 


Wikimedia Commons 


Tom Philpott has been covering military personnel 
and veterans issues for more than 40 years. 
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AMERICA REMEMBERS PRESENTS 


The Vietnam Veterans Tribute Thompson7 


HONORING ALL THOSE WHO SERVED IN VIETNAM he 


Our men and women came from all over the country, from all walks of life, to fight for freedom on the other side of the world. They served 
with honor, dignity, and courage. All gave some, some gave all, and many are still missing and unaccounted for. As a nation, we owe all of 
our Vietnam Veterans a debt that can never be repaid. 





















































They didn't 
hesitate to put 
their lives on the line 

Nothing about the Vietnam War was easy. Those who were there remember the swampy grasslands, rice paddies, dense jungles, and give up everything 
the heat and an elusive enemy; a war that took place halfway around the world in a country divided by decades of bitter history. y in defense of our liberty 


Few generations faced a more daunting challenge than those who fought in Southeast Asia. Few generations are more 1 neu ee eae é es 
deserving of our gratitude and respect. To honor all those who served in Vietnam, America Remembers presents the DE Ge age ean ae 
. . ee home to a divided nation. All of them 
Vietnam Veterans Tribute Thompson. Craftsmen commissioned specifically for this project by America Remembers ee ee 
decorate each Thompson in elegant 24-karat gold artwork on a mirror-polished nickel-decorated receiver. Issued in , a penn enn 
an exclusive limited edition of only 1,000 Tributes, this handsome firearm captures the courage and sacrifice of During the 50" anniversary of the 
all those who fought for freedom in Vietnam. Vietnam War, there has been a strong 


The Tribute is a working semi-automatic Thompson submachine gun in caliber .45 ACP, one of ee ee Ue nee : 
the most memorable American infantry weapons of all time. Like many dedicated Americans, the erie Tebite | eg 2 Ord 
Thompson served proudly in Vietnam. We’ve taken this combat-tested classic and transformed it Pg eee ee ee 
into a work of art. The result is a stunning presentation firearm that will stand as a testament Pe ee ee Ee 
and lasting Tribute to all Vietnam veterans. eee ae one ae Ke Seg e 
dealer of your choice (not available in CA, CT, MD, 

NY). If for any reason you are not completely satisfied with 
your Tribute, you may return it in original, unfired condition 


Vietnam was considered the “last great war” for the Tommy Gun. Though it within 30 days for a complete and courteous refund. 


saw less use than in previous wars, it was a popular weapon for American and fs 
South Vietnamese soldiers. The Thompson was a “warhorse” which was g 
relied on for its superior stopping power and dependability. 


Like the dedicated American warriors who served 
in Vietnam, the Thompson served proudly in Vietnam, 
continuing a tradition of excellence first established during 
WWII, and later in Korea. This stunning presentation 
firearm is a lasting tribute to all of America’s veterans 
and links them forever in time with their brothers- 
in-arms who fought earlier wars. 


If you are a veteran who answered the call to duty in Vietnam, or if you 
wish to honor your father, husband, brother, friend or other family member, the 
Vietnam Veterans Tribute Thompson is sure to become a cherished addition to 

your collection. Order today to secure your Tribute honoring those who proudly 
served our nation in Vietnam. 


Both sides of the receiver feature emblems that honor Vietnam War 
veterans. The banner reads: “A Grateful Nation Remembers,” and 
inside the oval is a lone American soldier, the distinctive silhouette 
of Vietnam and a pair of U.S. military helicopters. The emblem 

on the right side is framed with a banner reading: “Vietnam 
Veterans Tribute Thompson”. 


We know there will never be another 
American-made firearm like the 
Thompson submachine gun. 
And there will never be 
more dedicated men 
and women than 
those who bravely e 
served their countryin 3 
Vietnam. 


Much like the 
generations of warriors 
who came before, those 
who served with 
valor in Vietnam 
deserve their 
place in 
American 
history. 


Left side of the receiver features a soldier with his 

M60 machine gun--nicknamed “The Pig” for its hefty 
size. The M60 unleashed a fury of firepower on the 
enemy. Also featured is a M48-A3 Patton tank providing 
cover as troops enter a village. The M48 was a workhorse 
during the Vietnam War. 





Right side also features a soldier scanning the distance for enemy movement. A pair of M48 tanks make their way on the ground while the 
© Sky is abuzz with helicopters, which played such an important role during the Vietnam War. On the far end of the receiver, you’ll find a Marine 
@ and his M16. Along with the Huey, the legendary M16 has become a symbol of combat service in Vietnam. Introduced to the battlefield in 1964, 

the M16 was a lightweight assault rifle that proved invaluable in jungle firefights. Right side features an image of the iconic Republic of Vietnam 
Campaign Medal presented by Republic of Vietnam to members of the United States military who completed at least six months of duty in the 
war, with a frame reading: “Vietnam War - All Gave Some, Some Gave All.” Below it you'll find a banner that reads: “Lest We Forget.” 


Lp 


MODEL: Thompson Semi-Automatic Submachine Gun CALIBER: .45 ACP) = EDITION LIMIT: 1,000 


I wish to reserve ____ of the | 
working Thompson semi-automatic submachine gun, at the current issue 
price of $2,995.* My deposit of $195 per Tribute is enclosed. I wish to pay Address 
the balance at the rate of $100 per month, no interest or carrying charges. 

Certificate of Authenticity included. Thirty day return privilege. City/State/Zip 


*All orders are subject to acceptance and credit verification prior to shipment. 
Shipping and handling will be added to each order. Virginia residents please add sales tax. 


_} Check enclosed for $ 
LI Charge payment of $ to: 


Name 











Daytime Telephone No. ( ) 


10226 Timber Ridge Drive * Ashland, Virginia 23005 
LJ Visa CL) MasterCard LJ AMEX LJ) Discover www.americaremembers.com 


No. CE Xp. To place your reservation call toll-free 
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California post 
commander 
explains how 
education benefits 
launched his career 
into the stars. 





BY JEFF STOFFER 


WATT Tolaam (emo Kx ze] 
his GI Bill education 
after World War II to 
become a leading 
physicist who 
helped the Voyager 
mission pass 
KUL ae 
ALM AA ARS WALLED 
CACC ART 


22 ‘THEAMERICAN LEGI 





- illiam E. Price was 17 when he signed 
an early-enlistment commitment to 
serve in the Army Air Corps. The son 
of a World War I combat veteran from 

Reading, P Pa., and brother to a B-24 radio operator 
who was shot down and killed over Austria on July 
24, 1944, Price entered his World War II training 
fully aware of the risks but with no idea of the 
rewards, if any should come his way. 

He trained in Mississippi, Washington and Utah 
as World War II came to a close. His military 
occupational specialty was aircraft electrical 
mechanic. He worked on the B-29 and was later 
assigned to repair electrical issues with P-51s and 
P-38s. In January 1946 he was stationed in Korea 
after the war’s end, as combat personnel were 
finally heading home, en masse, to use their new 
GI Bill benefits and restart their lives. 

When he was discharged at 20 on Dec. 13, 1946, 
“T thought I would be an electrician,” says Price, 
now 91. “I applied to a trade school only to be 
turned down. The schools were full of returned GIs 
taking advantage of the GI Bill. I was told I needed 
more mathematics. College was the only place 
I could think of that had math courses. 

“T entered college in 1947 with my tuition and 
books paid for by the GI Bill. I also received $75 a 
month for lodging. I found the courses easy 
enough, so I continued and graduated in 1951 asa 
physicist. Remember that electricity is just one 
branch of physics.” 

So began a journey that would propel Price and 
his GI Bill education across the nation, around the 
world, above it and beyond it, into the solar system, 
past the outer planets and into deep space. No one 
knows how long the journey will continue; some 
say 40,000 years or more. Price and his GI Bill 
education were instrumental in the engineering of 
the twin Voyager 1 and 2 spacecrafts, whose NASA 
missions continue to collect data, somewhere on 
the outermost edge of the sun’s sphere of influence 
after passing by Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and 
Neptune, sending back photos of the planets and 
their moons as well as scientific data. 

After college, Price took positions at the Naval 
Ordnance Laboratory and later the Naval Research 
Laboratory in Washington, where he specialized in 
the effects of high-energy radiation exposure on 
electronic materials and components. His growing 
expertise was essential to a number of nuclear 
research projects and programs. He worked at the 
Oak Ridge National Laboratory in Tennessee for a 
year operating a small research nuclear reactor for 
Pratt & Whitney, then went on to develop shields 


that could protect crews flying a nuclear-powered 
warplane - a project that never got off the ground. 
He spent five years with Lockheed Research 
Laboratories in Palo Alto, Calif., “where I bought 
my first house with a GI Bill-guaranteed mortgage.” 

Price’s work included testing the effects of 
radiation on various devices, and NASA’s Goddard 
Space Flight Center brought him in for two years, 
where he designed a major radiation testing 
complex known as Building 22. Later, for Philco- 
Ford Aerospace, he worked on the hardening of 
spacecraft against the effects of radiation doses, 
followed by two years of radiation testing work for 
the Minuteman missile project at Autonetics in 
southern California. 

In 1970, Price went to work for the Caltech Jet 
Propulsion Lab in Pasadena, where he led and 
carried out radiation testing on parts and systems 
for spacecraft destined to fly to the outer planets of 
the solar system: NASA’s Voyager missions. During 
this time, he developed and wrote the first version 
of a standard method for testing radiation effects 
on components known as MIL-Standard 883, 
Method 1019. He later received an award for being 
the first author. 

For Voyager, Price was charged with testing all 
electronic systems on the spacecraft as well as 
semiconductor devices used. The objective was to 
allow Voyager to survive the massive challenge of 
passing through Jupiter’s intense and high-energy 
radiation field. Jupiter has a band of trapped belts 
of high-energy electrons and protons similar to 
Earth’s radiation belts - known as the Van Allen 
belts - but Jupiter’s belts consist of higher intensity 
and energy and are more dangerous to the 
spacecraft. 

For the Jet Propulsion Lab, Price also developed 
heavy-ion testing methods for “single-event upset” 
— the infiltration, for instance, of just one atomic 
particle that could change a “0” to a “1” and 
scramble the code of an unmanned spacecraft. He 
also lobbied for - and received - $6 million in 
funding necessary to design and construct a 
radiation-testing facility for NASA. 

Through the years, Price became a leader among 
associations, such as the Institute of Electrical and 
Electronics Engineers (IEEE), that work in nuclear 
science and space-radiation effects, in which he 
held a number of offices, calling for research 
papers and coordinating conferences that expanded 
human knowledge about the effects of radiation 
exposure on electronic components and systems. 
After Voyager was launched, a similar kind of 
radiation testing program was required for the 


JULY 2018 | THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE 23 





Galileo spacecraft that orbited Jupiter for a number 
of years, and later for the Cassini spacecraft that 
flew past Jupiter to orbit Saturn for several years. 

Price retired in 1989 - the same month Voyager 1 
passed Neptune - believing he had made the most 
of his GI Bill benefits. 

In January, at Bob Hope Patriotic Hall in Los 
Angeles, Price - commander of American Legion 
Post 257 in Laguna Woods, Calif. - spoke at a 
moderated panel discussion, where he told his GI 
Bill story. The discussion helped open a two-month 
installation of “The Greatest Legislation: An 
American Legion Centennial Salute to the GI Bill” 
at the historic hall, home of Los Angeles County 
Military & Veterans Affairs. 

“Voyager is still out there in intergalactic space, 
having left the solar system, and is still sending 
back data after being launched in 1977,” he told the 
crowd after describing his service experience, 
education and astronomical career path. “I feel my 
education, paid for by the GI Bill, was very useful 
to me and the space program.” 

At the event, he thanked The American Legion, 
which authored and fought to pass the GI Bill, for 
his opportunities. 

And at home, he keeps in a special place a 
treasured, leather-bound scrapbook containing 
photos, programs, tickets, ribbons, autographs and 
other memorabilia from his parents’ 1927 pilgrim- 
age to Paris with the Legion. Often called the 
American Legion “national convention” in Paris, 
the pilgrimage was in fact a return to Europe for 
veterans of World War I a decade after they entered 
the fighting there. At the time of his parents’ trip, 
Price was just over a year old, having been born on 
July 3, 1926, at a veterans hospital in Philadelphia. 
He stayed home with family friends while his 
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William Price was 

a baby when his 
parents crossed the 
ocean for The 
American Legion's 
1927 Paris 
pilgrimage. He keeps 
a leatherbound 
scrapbook, filled with 
photos from their 
historic journey. 

Photo by Clay Lomneth 


parents went overseas with the Legion and the 
American Legion Auxiliary. 

Price’s father, Elmer, was a member of Conley- 
Hahn American Legion Post 94 in Pennsylvania 
and later worked for the Department of the Navy 
during World War II. His mother, Helen, was a 
member of American Legion Auxiliary Unit 202 in 
Gettysburg because her oldest brother, Earle 
Deardorff, served in World War I. 

Shortly after his discharge from the Army Air 
Corps, Price joined the Legion post in Gettysburg, 
where he remained a member for several years. He 
later transferred to Post 257, where he has been 
serving as commander for a year. The post and its 
Auxiliary unit, with about 150 members, conduct 
Boys State and Girls State programs, provide color 
suards for local ceremonies, and raise money to 
purchase walkers and wheelchairs for veterans and 
others who need them. Members also visit the Long 
Beach Veterans Hospital once a month. 

Through the years, Price has made occasional 
trips to St. Avold, France, to pay respects to his 
brother Donald, who was killed during World War 
II and is buried at Lorraine American Cemetery. He 
sends money to have the grave decorated for 
Memorial Day, ever conscious of the sacrifice his 
brother and so many others made so that the 
dreams of future generations could come true, no 
matter where those dreams may take them. & 


Jeff Stoffer is editor of The American Legion 
Magazine. 


Read more online: €* www.legion.org/magazine 


View a video: €* www.legion.org/legiontv 
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IMFINZI may not work for everyone. When attacking cancer 
cells, IMFINZI may also affect healthy cells. 


IMFINZI was proven to give people 3x more time without their 
cancer growing or spreading compared with placebo.* Until IMFINZI, 
there have been limited advancements to the current standard of 
care for unresectable Stage 3 NSCLC in the last 10 years. 


*In a clinical trial, the median time that people lived without their tumors growing or spreading was 16.8 months 
for the 476 patients receiving IMFINZI compared with 5.6 months for the 237 patients receiving placebo (no 


medication). Median is the middle number in a group of numbers arranged from lowest to highest. Overall 
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WHO IS IMFINZI FOR? 


IMFINZI® (durvalumab) is a prescription medicine used to treat a type of lung cancer called 
non-small cell lung cancer (NSCLC). IMFINZI may be used when your NSCLC has not spread 
outside your chest, cannot be removed by surgery, and has responded or stabilized with Initial 
treatment with chemotherapy that contains platinum, given at the same time as radiation therapy. 


It is not Known if IMFINZI is safe and effective in children. 


What is the most important information | should know about IMFINZI? 
IMFINZI is a medicine that may treat a type of lung cancer by working with your immune system. 


IMFINZI can cause your immune system to attack normal organs and tissues and can affect the way 
they work. These problems can sometimes become serious or life-threatening and can lead to death. 


Call or see your healthcare provider right away if you develop any symptoms of the 
following problems or if these symptoms get worse: 


Lung problems (pneumonitis). Signs and symptoms may include new or worsening cough, 
shortness of breath, and chest pain. 


Liver problems (hepatitis). Signs and symptoms may include yellowing of your skin or the whites 
of your eyes, Severe nausea or vomiting, pain on the right side of your stomach area (abdomen), 
drowsiness, dark urine (tea colored), bleeding or bruising more easily than normal, and feeling 
less hungry than usual. 


Intestinal problems (Colitis). Signs and symptoms may include diarrhea or more bowel movements 
than usual: stools that are black, tarry, sticky, or have blood or mucus; and severe stomach-area 
(abdomen) pain or tenderness. 


Hormone gland problems (especially the thyroid, adrenals, pituitary, and pancreas). 
Signs and symptoms that your hormone glands are not working properly may include headaches 
that will not go away or unusual headaches; extreme tiredness, weight gain or weight loss; dizziness 
or fainting; feeling more hungry or thirsty than usual; hair loss; feeling cold; constipation; your 
voice gets deeper; urinating more often than usual; nausea or vomiting; stomach-area (abdomen) 
pain; and changes in mood or behavior, such as decreased sex drive, irritability, or forgetfulness. 
Kidney problems, including nephritis and kidney failure. Signs of kidney problems may include 
decrease in the amount of urine, blood in your urine, swelling of your ankles, and loss of appetite. 
Skin problems. Signs may include rash, itching, and skin blistering. 

Problems in other organs. Signs and symptoms may include neck stiffness; headache; confusion; 
fever; chest pain, shortness of breath, or irregular heartbeat (myocarditis); changes in mood or 
behavior; low red blood cells (anemia), excessive bleeding or bruising; muscle weakness or muscle 
pain; blurry vision, double vision, or other vision problems; and eye pain or redness. 

Severe infections. Signs and symptoms may include fever, cough, frequent urination, pain when 
urinating, and flu-like symptoms. 





Severe infusion reactions. Signs and symptoms may include chills or shaking, itching or rash, 
flushing, shortness of breath or wheezing, dizziness, fever, feeling like passing out, back or neck 
pain, and facial swelling. 


Getting medical treatment right away may help keep these problems from becoming 
more serious. Your healthcare provider will check you for these problems during your treatment 
with IMFINZI. Your healthcare provider may treat you with corticosteroid or hormone replacement 
medicines. Your healthcare provider may delay or completely stop treatment with IMFINZI if you 
have severe side effects. 


Before you receive IMFINZI, tell your healthcare provider about all of your medical 
conditions, including if you have immune system problems such as Crohn's disease, ulcerative 
colitis, or lupus; have had an organ transplant; have lung or breathing problems; have liver problems; 
or are being treated for an infection. 


lf you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant, tell your healthcare provider. IMFINZI can harm 
your unborn baby. If you are able to become pregnant, you should use an effective method of birth 
control during your treatment and for at least 3 months after the last dose of IMFINZI. Talk to your 
healthcare provider about which birth control methods to use. Tell your healthcare provider right 
away if you become pregnant during treatment with IMFINZI. 


lf you are breastfeeding or plan to breastfeed, tell your healthcare provider. Itis not known if IMFINZI 
passes into breast milk. Do not breastfeed during treatment with IMFINZI and for at least 3 months 
after the last dose of IMFINZI. 


Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take. This includes prescription 
and over-the-counter medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements. 

What are the possible side effects of IMFINZI? 

IMFINZI can cause serious side effects (see earlier). 

The most common side effects in people with non-small cell lung cancer (NSCLC) include 
cough, feeling tired, inflammation in the lungs (pneumonitis), upper respiratory tract infections, 
shortness of breath, and rash. 

Tell your healthcare provider if you have any side effect that bothers you or that does not go away. 
These are not all the possible side effects of IMFINZI. Ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist 
for more information. 

Call your healthcare provider for medical advice about side effects. You are 
encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs to the FDA. 
Visit www.FDA.gov/MedWatch or call 1-800-FDA-1088. 


Please see Brief Summary of a \ 
complete Prescribing Information \ @ | 
on adjacent page. ff 
If you cannot afford your medications, diirvaliimah 
AstraZeneca may be able to help. Visit QUIN al UMdaD 





AstraZeneca-us.com to find out how. Injection for Intravenous Use 50 mg/mL 
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT IMFINZI® (im-FIN-zee) (durvalumab) INJECTION © IMFINZT 


WHAT IS THE MOST IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
| SHOULD KNOW ABOUT IMFINZI? 


IMFINZI is a medicine that may treat a type of lung 
cancer by working with your immune system, 


IMFINZI can cause your Immune system to attack 
normal organs and tissues and can affect the way 
they work. These problems can sometimes 
become serious or life-threatening and can lead 
to death. 


Call or see your healthcare provider right away 
if you develop any symptoms of the following 
problems or these symptoms get worse: 


Lung problems (pneumonitis). Signs and 
symptoms of pneumonitis may include: 


e new or worsening cough 
e — shortness of breath 
e chest pain 


Liver problems (hepatitis). Signs and symptoms 
of hepatitis may include: 


e yellowing of your skin or the whites of your eyes 
e severe nausea or vomiting 
e pain on the right side of your stomach 
area (abdomen) 
drowsiness 
dark urine (tea colored) 
bleeding or bruising more easily than normal 
feeling less hungry than usual 


Intestinal problems (colitis). Signs and symptoms 
of colitis may include: 


e diarrhea or more bowel movements than usual 
e — stools that are black, tarry, sticky, or have 
blood or mucus 
e severe stomach area (abdomen) pain 
or tenderness 


Hormone gland problems (especially the 
thyroid, adrenals, pituitary and pancreas). 
signs and symptoms that your hormone glands are 
not working properly may include: 


e headaches that will not go away or unusual 
headaches 
extreme tiredness 
weight gain or weight loss 
dizziness or fainting 
feeling more hungry or thirsty than usual 
hair loss 
changes in mood or behavior, such as 
decreased sex drive, irritability, or forgetfulness 
feeling cold 
constipation 
your voice gets deeper 
urinating more often than usual 
nausea or vomiting 
stomach area (abdomen) pain 


Kidney problems, including nephritis and kidney 
failure. Signs of kidney problems may include: 


decrease in the amount of urine 
blood In your urine 

Swelling of your ankles 

loss of appetite 


Skin problems. Signs of these problems may include: 


e rash 
e itching 
e skin blistering 


(continued) 


Problems in other organs. Signs and symptoms 
may include: 


e neck stiffness 
headache 
e confusion 
fever 
chest pain, shortness of breath, or irregular 
heartbeat (myocarditis) 
changes in mood or behavior 
low red blood cells (anemia) 
excessive bleeding or bruising 
muscle weakness or muscle pain 
blurry vision, double vision, or other vision problems 
eye pain or redness 


Severe infections. Signs and symptoms may include: 


e fever 
cough 
frequent urination 
pain when urinating 
flu-like symptoms 


Severe infusion reactions. Signs and symptoms 
of severe infusion reactions may include: 


chills or shaking 

itching or rash 

flushing 

shortness of breath or wheezing 
dizziness 

fever 

feel like passing out 

back or neck pain 

facial swelling 


Getting medical treatment right away may help 


keep these problems from becoming more serious. 


Your healthcare provider will check you for these 
problems during your treatment with IMFINZI. Your 
healthcare provider may treat you with corticosteroid 
or hormone replacement medicines. Your healthcare 
provider may delay or completely stop treatment with 
IMFINZI, if you have severe side effects. 


WHAT IS IMFINZI? 
IMFINZI is a prescription medicine used to treat: 


e —atype of lung cancer called non-small cell 
lung cancer (NSCLC), IMFINZI may be used 
when your NSCLC: 


has not spread outside your chest 
cannot be removed by surgery, and 
has responded or stabilized with initial 
treatment with chemotherapy that 
contains platinum, given at the same 
time as radiation therapy. 


It is not known If IMFINZI is safe and effective 
in children. 





Before you receive IMFINZI, tell your healthcare 


provider about all of your medical conditions, 

including if you: 

e have immune system problems such as 
Crohn's disease, ulcerative colitis, or lupus 
have had an organ transplant 
have lung or breathing problems 
have liver problems 
are being treated for an infection 
are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. 
IMFINZI can harm your unborn baby. If you are 
able to become pregnant, you should use an 


(continued) 


Injection for Intravenous Use 50 mg/mL 


effective method of birth control during your 
treatment and for at least 3 months after the 
last dose of IMFINZI. Talk to your healthcare 
provider about birth control methods that you 
can use during this time. Tell your healthcare 
provider right away if you become pregnant 
during treatment with IMFINZI. 

are breastfeeding or plan to breastfeed. It is not 
known If IMFINZI passes into your breast milk. 
Do not breastfeed during treatment and for at 
least 3 months after the last dose of IMFINZI. 


Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines 
you take, including prescription and over-the-counter 
medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements. 


HOW WILL | RECEIVE IMFINZI? 


Your healthcare provider will give you IMFINZI 
into your vein through an intravenous (IV) line 
over 60 minutes, 

IMFINZI is usually given every 2 weeks, 

Your healthcare provider will decide how many 
treatments you need. 

Your healthcare provider will test your blood to 
check you for certain side effects. 

If you miss any appointments, call your 
healthcare provider as soon as possible to 
reschedule your appointment. 


WHAT ARE THE POSSIBLE SIDE EFFECTS 
OF IMFINZI? 


IMFINZI CAN CAUSE SERIOUS SIDE 
EFFECTS, INCLUDING: 


SEE “WHAT IS THE MOST IMPORTANT 
INFORMATION | SHOULD KNOW ABOUT IMFINZI?” 


The most common side effects of IMFINZI in people 
with NSCLC include: 

cough 

feeling tired 

inflammation in the lungs (oneumonitis) 

upper respiratory tract infections 

shortness of breath 

rash 


Tell your healthcare provider if you have any side 
effect that bothers you or that does not go away. 


These are not all the possible side effects of IMFINZI. 
Ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist for 
more information. Call your healthcare provider for 
medical advice about side effects. You may report 
side effects to FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088. 


GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE SAFE 
AND EFFECTIVE USE OF IMFINZI. 


Medicines are sometimes prescribed for purposes 
other than those listed in a Medication Guide. If you 
would like more information about IMFINZI, talk 
with your healthcare provider. You can ask your 
healthcare provider for information about IMFINZI 
that is written for health professionals. 





Astrazeneca? 


Manufactured for: 

AstraZeneca Pharmaceuticals LP, Wilmington, DE 19850 

US License No. 2043 

IMFINZI is a registered trademark of the AstraZeneca group 

of companies. For more information, call 1-800-236-9933 or go 
to www.|IMFINZI.com 

©AstraZeneca 2018. All rights reserved. US-12937 03/18 
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he American Legion is returning to Minneapolis, the 

site of its first national convention in 1919, for the 

organization’s 100th national convention. Running from 

Aug. 24 to 30, it kicks off a centennial celebration that 
concludes in November 2019. 

Minneapolis convention visitors can stop by Peavey Plaza, 
where two plaques mark the site of the Legion’s first national 
convention and the founding of the American Legion Auxiliary. 
Located at 1100 S. Marquette Ave., the plaza is an outdoor public 
space at the southern end of Nicollet Mall between 11th and 12th 
streets. Convention-goers should also expect to see history 
re-enactors, World War I military vehicle displays and more. 

Minneapolis showcases its own unique history for guests, too. 
Technically in St. Paul, Fort Snelling was an outpost originally 
constructed by the 5th Infantry Regiment under Col. Josiah 
Snelling. Visitors will learn about Minnesota’s connections to the 
Civil War, which began when Gov. Alexander Ramsey pledged 
1,000 troops for the Union army; they trained at Fort Snelling. 
When the United States entered World War II, Fort Snelling was 
an induction point for more than 300,000 servicemembers. 
Today, visitors can bike or walk its two dozen miles of trails. 

The Mill City Museum, 704 S. 2nd St., is “the most explosive 
museum in the world,” a reference to the Washburn flour mill 
explosion in 1878 that killed 18 people and damaged a large 
portion of the mill district. Minneapolis - nicknamed both 
Mill City and Flour City - remained the nation’s leader in the 
production of flour for the next 50 years, until the mills were 
dismantled. In 1991, the building was gutted by fire, but was 
later partially restored and opened as the museum. 
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NOT ASHOPPING MALL Nicollet Mall is a newly 
revitalized 12-block portion of Nicollet Avenue running 
through downtown, less than a mile from the 
Minneapolis Convention Center. Sidewalk cafes, 
restaurants, rooftop bars and art installations are all 
within walking distance. On Thursdays during the 
summer, a farmers market is open. 


LOOK, SKYWALKER If August’s heat is a bit too much, 
the city’s skywalk system offers some refuge. Nearly 10 
miles of glass-enclosed walkways connect the convention center, hotels, 
shopping, sports and entertainment venues, restaurants and parking ramps. 






SAY CHEESE Downtown offers all styles of restaurants for all types of palates: 
Irish pubs, classic Italian fare, vibrant bistros, food trucks and more. Perhaps 
the city’s most unique culinary creation (and spelling) is the Jucy Lucy, a 
burger that’s basically a ball of American cheese stuffed into two thin 
patties. The cheese gets gooey and melts - or explodes - in the diner’s 
mouth. Matt’s Bar, located on Cedar Avenue in southern Minneapolis, is 
credited as the creator. Other restaurants offer their versions of Juicy Lucys 

- same burger, correct spelling - and Hell’s Kitchen offers the Juicy Lucifer. 


ART MUSEUM The Minneapolis Institute of Art displays 83,000 works 
spanning more than 5,000 years of history. The collection includes European 
masterpieces, modern and contemporary paintings, as well as Native 
American, African and Asian art. Admission is free. 


PURPLE REIGN Legendary entertainers are honored in Minneapolis: a large 
mural of native Bob Dylan, the iconic Mary Tyler Moore statue and, of 


course, the former private estate of singer Prince. Paisley Park - in | Re Arley 

Chanhassen, just outside Minneapolis - is a tribute to Prince’s music, career ee 
and life. If you are interested in touring the 65,000-square-foot museum, plan > se WEE OMIT 
ahead; tickets must be purchased online at officialpaisleypark.com. For SERS Game prutodytucascare 


eroup and private tour inquiries, email info@officialpaisleypark.com. ns 
ALL ABOARD It’s easy to get around the Minneapolis Metro light-rail system. 
Plan a trip, check routes and times, and more online. www.metrotransit.org 


SHOP ‘TIL YOU DROP The Mall of America, located 10 miles from the 
convention center but accessible via the Metro, boasts more than 520 
stores. In Minnesota, there is no sales tax on clothing or shoes. 
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PLAY BALL American Legion Baseball alumni square off as the 
Minnesota Twins (infielder Brian Dozier, manager Paul Molitor) host 
the Oakland Athletics (manager Bob Melvin, catcher Josh Phegley) 
during Legion Family Night on Aug. 25 at Target Field. Go to 
www.legion.org/convention/resources to learn how to order tickets. 
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TEE TIME Minnesota has more golfers per capita than any other state. In 
Minneapolis, there are seven public courses and 170 more nearby. 


STAY UP TO DATE Follow The American Legion’s Facebook and Twitter 
accounts for a daily countdown of “100 Things to Know” leading up to the 
convention. Also, the convention app will be available for download later 
this summer. 


Henry Howard is deputy director of media and communications for The 
American Legion. 
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The new more powertul HearClear™ HCR2 rechargeable 
hearing aid combines advanced technology with a low 
price to provide you with outstanding value. 


5 Star Reviews! 


Outstanding Product! “This product 


is outstanding. Dad loves it, my mom 
loves it, and | am grateful! Don’t 
believe that you have to spend a lot of 
money to get a quality hearing aid” 


— 


HCR2 Features! ‘ 


Digital sound processing chip 
provides crystal clear sound and 
makes speech easier to understand 
with less feedback than old analog 
technology 


Don’t worry about replacing 
batteries! Full Charge Gives 16 
Hours of Use! (Charger Included) 


Easy On / Off Button 


Automatic Noise Reduction and 
Feedback Cancellation 


100% Money Back Guarantee 


4 Programs for different listening 
situations 


Even Better In Pairs! 


Your brain is designed to use both ears 
working together. In fact, studies show 
that you may be 
able to hear up to 3 
times better in noisy 
situations when 
using two hearing 
aids. Buy a pair for 
the best results and 
maximum savings! 





Not available in the state of Washington 


© Advanced Affordable Hearing — 
Affordable Quality Since 1996! 





A) Microphone 

B) Program Button 

C) Volume Control 

D) USB Charging Port & 
Rechargeable Battery 

E) Digital Processor 

F) Receiver (Speaker) 

G) Sound Tube 


Simple. 
Affordable. 
Rechargeable Digital Hearing Aid - For Only $229!* 


The new HearClear™ HCR2 Rechargeable Digital Hearing Aids are 
now available to you for an unbelievably affordable price! The HCR2 is 
packed with same key technologies that all high end digital hearing aids 
share while leaving out the extra bells and whistles that increase cost and 
require expensive adjustments. [his helps you hear better, while saving 
you a lot of money. 


Your new HearClear HCR2 hearing 
aids work at a fraction of the cost of 
name-brand hearing aids, and you dont 
have to keep changing the batteries! 
You will love the discreet, comfortable, 
lightweight Open-fit design. The HCR2 48 shipped directly to you and 
pre-programmed for most hearing losses. It will help you hear better 
right out of the box and does not require professional appointments to 
make costly adjustments. 


List Price: $849. 
Sale Price: 2a 


You can spend thousands for an expensive hearing aid, or you can 
spend just $249 for a hearing aid that is great for most hearing losses 
(only $229 each when you buy a pair — hear up to 3 times better than 
wearing just one). We are so sure you will love your hearing aids that 
we offer a 100% Money Back Guarantee - Risk Free if you are not 
satisfied for any reason. 


MONEY SAVING OFFER! 
Use Coupon Code: AL87 


1-888-464-3842 


*Only $229 Each When You Buy A Pair! 
(Coupon Code & Price Valid For A Limited Time Only) 
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NATIONAL CONVENTION TOURS 


Experience the Twin Cities is offering several 
opportunities for Legion Family members to 
explore Minneapolis and the surrounding area 
during the national convention. 

“We are excited to be hosting a variety of tours 
for The American Legion’s 100th National 
Convention, and honor those who have served,” 
says owner/founder Rebecca Pfeiffer. “Come 
enjoy our experiences in Minneapolis, and $1 of 
each ticket purchased will go directly back to The 
American Legion.” 


Craft Brew Hop Brewery Tour ($48) — Aug. 23, 24, 27 

This tour will visit three different local craft 
breweries, with a pint of beer provided to partici- 
pants at each stop. At least one brewery will craft 
a special beer just for the Legion. 
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Photo by Clay Lomneth 


“Hands On” Minneapolis Public Art Walking Tour 
($34) — Aug. 27, 28, 29, 30 

This 90-minute walking tour, starting from the 
Minneapolis Convention Center, will give partici- 
pants a taste of the abundance of public art in 
Minneapolis. They’ll also have the opportunity to 
create brass rubbings of the historic plaque 
commemorating the first American Legion 
national convention in 1919. 


Historic Fort Snelling Tour/Defending Minnesota 
($75) — Aug. 23, 24 

Fort Snelling occupies a strategic location at the 
junction of the the Mississippi and Minnesota 
rivers. Hear the diverse stories of the women, 
men and children who crossed paths here, and 
discover connections between the past and 
present through themes like family and 
community, power and relationships, training 
and service, and more. 
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Historic 
Stillwater 
Experience/ 
Food, Wine, 
Beer and More 
($115) — Aug. 31 

This guided tour will stop at one winery, one 
brewery and one “especially sweet place” in the 
Stillwater area, with a full pint and glass of wine 
each, and a casual lunch at a historic venue. 


Photo by Clay Lomneth 


Mall of America Shopping Shuttle ($29) — Aug. 25, 27, 29 

What trip to Minnesota would be complete 
without a stop at one of the largest malls in the 
world? Participants will receive a special 
shopping bag and coupon book. 


Minneapolis History and Theater Tour ($65) — Aug. 24 
Visit two iconic Minneapolis institutions: the 

Guthrie Theater and the Mill City Museum. 

A catered lunch at Bushel & Peck Cafe in the 

museum is included. 


Minneapolis Landmark Sightseeing Tour 
($37) — Aug. 24, 25, 27, 29, 30, 31 

This one-of-a-kind multisensory narrated 
experience will share the highlights of downtown 
Minneapolis and the surrounding area. Weather 
permitting, an open-air bus will be the mode of 
transportation. 


Mystic Lake Casino Gaming Shuttle ($33) — Aug. 24, 27, 29 
Mystic Lake is the largest casino in Minnesota, 

and offers slots, blackjack, bingo, pull tabs and 

more. Participants will receive a special gift. 


Paddleboat Dinner Cruise ($99) — Aug. 24 
Paddleboat Lunch Cruise ($79) — Aug. 27 

Departing from the Bohemian Flats residential 
area on the Mississippi River, these cruises 
aboard an authentic paddle-wheeler will show 
participants the best the river has to offer, from 
trails to the University of Minnesota-Twin Cities 
campus to the downtown Minneapolis skyline 
and more. 
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With The American Legion USAA REWARDS" VISA SIGNATURE’ credit card, you have the freedom 
to provide your loved ones with the things they deserve while benefiting from great rewards, 
competitive rates, and USAA’s legendary customer service. 
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Cees @ ~ USAA Is proud to be the 
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CALL 877-699-2654 OR VISIT USAA.COM/LEGIONVISA Cr 


USAA means United Services Automobile Association and its affiliates. USAA products are available only in those ae ete Cee aCe tare mons (halle 
Membership eligibility and product restrictions apply and are subject to change, 

The American Legion receives financial support from USAA for this sponsorship. 

This credit card program is issued by USAA Savings Bank, Member FDIC. © 2018 USAA, 248626-0312 
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After returning from service in 
Vietnam, Alton Haley experienced 
numerous health problems, 
including heart disease, high blood 


sure and peripheral neuropathy. 
VaR 
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Since their first encounter with nuclear weapons tests in the 1940s, U.S. servicemembers 
have been exposed to atomic radiation, toxic defoliants and choking burn pits, among other 
contaminations that, while slower-acting, are often just as lethal as bullets and bombs. In 
each of these situations, the government response to afflicted veterans’ needs for information, 
acknowledgment and health care has been even slower — decades of denial, followed by 
begrudging but limited acceptance and bureaucratic skepticism. The American Legion has 
been at the forefront of advocating on behalf of these veterans, from the Legion service officer 
in Iowa who helped Orville Kelly win the first atomic veteran’s claim, to the continuing fight 
for Agent Orange benefits and today’s work on behalf of post-9/11 veterans. 

In this second article of a three-part series, The American Legion Magazine examines 
the long fight to provide health care and benefits for veterans exposed to Agent Orange 
— a battle that continues for many former servicemembers who are suffering the 
consequences of the massive toxic herbicide campaign without help from VA. 


A relentless tragedy 


Fifty years after the Vietnam War, VA still dodges Agent Orange claims 
despite federal court rulings and a mountain of scientific evidence. 


BY KEN OLSEN 


with a hole in her heart and underdeveloped 

lungs, her family suspected it was a 
consequence of her father’s service in Vietnam. But 
they weren’t aware of Operation Ranch Hand or the 
millions of gallons of toxic herbicides the U.S. 
military sprayed in Southeast Asia. So when Alton 
and Iralee Haley buried their only daughter four 
months later, they were left only with questions. 

Their suspicions grew as Alton’s health problems 
multiplied: high blood pressure, heart disease, 
peripheral neuropathy, prostate problems and more. 
Each new diagnosis brought another frustrating 
battle for VA health care and benefits. 

This is the story for thousands of veterans and 
their families. On the one hand, more than half a 
million people are now receiving Agent Orange 
benefits thanks to the dogged advocacy of The 
American Legion, the National Veterans Legal 
Services Program (NVLSP) and other groups. Billions 
of dollars in claims have been paid as a result of 
their victory in Nehmer v. U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs as well as the Agent Orange Act of 


pee the moment Julie Diane Haley was born 


1991. “There’s been a lot of progress,” says Bart 
Stichman, executive director of NVLSP. 

Yet a significant number of veterans are still 
fighting VA, even those who had “boots on the 
eround” in Vietnam and should therefore 
automatically qualify for Agent Orange benefits for 
more than a dozen diseases presumed caused by 
exposure to the U.S. military’s arsenal of toxic 
herbicides. Many give up after the second or third VA 
denial. Other veterans suffer for decades, without 
knowing they qualify for help. 

Blue Water Navy veterans - who drank and 
showered in distilled seawater contaminated by 
Agent Orange-laced runoff from Vietnam - are still 
trying to regain benefits VA withdrew in the early 
days of the George W. Bush administration. And 
former servicemembers who believe they were 
exposed to toxic herbicides in Thailand, Korea, 
Guam, Okinawa and military bases in the United 
States can expect to have their claims denied. 

If that’s not grim enough, VA has not added 
benefits for any diseases that science shows are 
connected to toxic herbicide exposure since 2015, 
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World War II 


Two key components of Agent Orange — 2,4,5-T and 2,4-D — 
are tested at Fort Detrick, Md. 


— 1962-1972 


U.S. military sprays some 20 million gallons of Agent Orange and other 
toxic herbicides in Vietnam and Laos as part of Operation Ranch Hand. 


1964 


U.S. military tests Agent Orange in Thailand. 


February 1967 


More than 5,000 scientists — including 17 Nobel 
laureates — sign a petition asking President Lyndon 
Johnson to stop toxic herbicide use in Vietnam. 


Nov. 25, 1967 


Arthur W. Galston, a Yale botany professor, warns of possible 
human health consequences of toxic herbicide use in Vietnam. 


1968-1971 


U.S. military uses Agent Orange at Korean DMZ. 


April 15, 1970 


The White House bans the use of one of the key components of Agent 
Orange around homes, schools, food crops and similar uses because of 
concerns about the consequences of human exposure to the herbicide. 


Early 1970s 


Vietnam veterans raise concerns about chloracne, birth 
defects in their children and other inexplicable illnesses. 
VA requires proof of exposure before granting benefits. 


1974 


The National Academy of Sciences finds dioxin, a component of 
Agent Orange, “is extremely toxic to some laboratory animals.” 


March 23, 1978 


WBBM in Chicago airs “Agent Orange, the Deadly Fog” — an Emmy 
Award-winning documentary about health-care problems among 
Vietnam veterans that started with a tip from Maude DeVictor, an 
employee at the Chicago VA's regional office. 


Nov. 27, 1979 


Orville E. Kelly of American Legion Post 52 in Burlington, lowa, 
announces he has won his VA claim for lymphatic cancer related to 
radiation exposure from 22 atomic tests he witnessed in the 
Marshall Islands in 1957 and 1958. Veterans exposed to Agent Orange 
and burn pits continue to cite the Kelly decision in their efforts 

to gain VA benefits. 


— 1979 


A class-action lawsuit representing 2.4 million veterans 
exposed to Agent Orange is filed in federal court 
against seven large chemical companies who 
manufactured the deadly herbicide. The 

case is settled for $240 million in 1988. 
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Alton Haley served as a security dog handler with the 366th Tactical 
Fighter Wing at Da Nang Air Base. He later learned the base’s perimeter, 
which he patrolled, had been sprayed with Agent Orange. 


when Congress allowed provisions of the Agent Orange Act to 
lapse that required VA to make decisions within 180 days. 

“Tt’s a relentless tragedy,” says Fred Wilcox, author of 
“Waiting for an Army to Die,” one of the first books to 
chronicle the carnage wrought by Agent Orange when it was 
published in 1983. “We pay a lot of lip service to people who 
serve in the military. But the reality is we expose them to 
radiation, we expose them to Agent Orange, we expose them 
to depleted uranium and burn pits, and then go into a fit of 
denial when they become ill.” 

The cost to veterans and their families is staggering, adds 
William Davis, a Blue Water Navy veteran. “The pain, the 
suffering is deep. And for the survivors, the grief when the 
veterans die is both welcoming for the end of the suffering 
and frightening for what the future holds.” 


PERIMETER PATROL A neighbor introduced Alton and 
Iralee at a teen recreation hall in Texas shortly before he 
entered the Air Force in 1969. The couple got to know each 
other through letters they exchanged during Alton’s yearlong 
deployment to Vietnam. A security dog handler, he knew the 
U.S. military was spraying something around the perimeter 
of the air bases in Da Nang and Phan Rang where he 
patrolled. “I didn’t know what it was,” Alton says. “I didn’t 
know it was poisonous to people.” 

Alton and Iralee married in August 1970, soon after he 
returned from Vietnam. He finished his hitch at Altus Air 
Force Base in Oklahoma and became a homebuilder in Texas. 
In 1980, their daughter was born three months premature, 
and Alton’s mother was certain his service in Vietnam was 
the reason. He began experiencing health problems at odds 
with his family’s history. 

“Td always pondered it,” Iralee says of her mother-in-law’s 
belief that something in Vietnam was to blame for the loss of 
their daughter. “When all of this stuff started happening to 
him, I began to think about it again.” Iralee asked several VA 
doctors if there was a connection between Alton’s service in 
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Dec. 20, 1979 


Congress orders VA to study the long-term health effects of 
exposure to dioxin, a toxic component of Agent Orange. 


— 1982 


VA decides that Vietnam veterans with chloracne are 
presumed to have been exposed to Agent Orange. 


January 1982 


The American Legion Magazine publishes 
the first of a three-part series titled 
“Agent Orange: Time Bomb or Dud?” 





— March 12, 1982 


Dow Chemical, a major manufacturer of Agent 
Orange, tries to blame an exotic Asian bacterium for 
growing health problems among Vietnam veterans. 


May 3, 1983 


Fred Wilcox’s “Waiting for An Army to Die,” which 
explores the devastating health consequences of Agent 
Orange exposure among Vietnam veterans, is published. 


Oct. 24, 1984 


The Veterans’ Dioxin and Radiation Exposure Compensation 
Standards Act becomes law. It requires VA to establish benefits for 
veterans exposed to toxic herbicides as well as former 
servicemembers exposed to above-ground nuclear weapons tests. 


1986 


The National Veterans Legal Services Program challenges VA's 
“chloracne only” rule on behalf of hundreds of thousands of veterans 
and survivors in a class-action lawsuit known as Nehmer v. U.S. 
Department of Veterans Affairs. A federal court rules in favor of 
veterans three years later, and orders VA to reconsider all claims it 
rejected under its illegal regulation. It is one of the most 
far-reaching legal victories for veterans exposed to toxic herbicides. 


March 29, 1990 


Vietnam veterans — particularly those who served on ships off the coast 
of Vietnam — have a far higher rate of non-Hodgkin's lymphoma than 
veterans who didn’t serve in Vietnam, according to a study conducted by 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. However, CDC also 
concludes there’s no link between Agent Orange exposure and five other 
cancers, prompting The American Legion to label the CDC's Selected 
Cancers Study “scientific fraud.” 


Feb. 6, 1991 


The Agent Orange Act of 1991 provides that any 
veteran who served in Vietnam from Jan. 9, 1962 to 
May 7, 1975 is presumed to have been exposed 
to Agent Orange and automatically qualifies 
for disability rating and medical care for 
a list of specified diseases. 
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Vietnam and his ischemic heart disease. The doctors told her 
to drop her inquiry. “They said, ‘It’s not going to do you any 
sood because it’s not service-connected.’” 

Iralee filed Alton’s first VA claims in the 1990s - and 
continued to file and appeal over the next several years. 
“They denied and denied it was service-connected,” Iralee 
says of Alton’s health problems, many of which are now 
presumed connected to Agent Orange exposure. VA even 
denied that Alton had heart disease, even though his own VA 
doctors had made the diagnosis following an angiogram. 

More medical issues appeared: type 2 diabetes, prostate 
problems, and the sudden onset of peripheral neuropathy so 
severe that Alton had to learn how to walk again. “There’s an 
old saying,” says Alton, who had to retire at 55 because of his 
failing health. “The war killed me, but I’m not dead yet.” 

VA kept denying his medical claims. Iralee kept appealing, 
eventually receiving some benefits. She eventually found 
NVLSP, and the nonprofit legal advocacy group won 
retroactive compensation for Alton’s ischemic heart disease 
as a result of the federal court ruling in Nehmer. 


DELAY AND DENY In the years after the war, VA main- 
tained that a painful, blistering skin rash Known as chloracne 
was the only illness caused by Agent Orange exposure. This 
was the story even as Wilcox and journalists nationwide 
reported on Vietnam veterans dealing with testicular cancer, 
bladder cancer, multiple miscarriages, babies with severe and 
inexplicable birth defects, and other problems. 

By the late 1970s, Sen. Alan Cranston, chairman of the 
Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committee, told VA that its denial of 
nearly all Agent Orange claims suggested the federal 
government was covering up evidence about the hazards 
of toxic herbicide exposure in much the same way as 
information about the adverse health effects from radiation 
was withheld from nuclear-weapons test participants in the 
1950s and 1960s, according to Wilcox’s book. Not only were 
Alton Haley’s illnesses excluded under VA’s chloracne-only 
rule, but he couldn’t win a simple hearing-loss claim even 
though he served on the flight line at Altus. 

In 1986, NVLSP filed a class-action lawsuit against VA’s 
chloracne-only rule on behalf of hundreds of thousands of 
Vietnam veterans and their survivors - Nehmer v. U.S. 
Department of Veterans Affairs. A federal court ruled against 
VA in 1989, ordering the agency to rewrite its Agent Orange 
regulations and redo claims it denied under its illegal rules. 

Next came the Agent Orange Act of 1991, directing VA to 
revisit scientific research regarding toxic herbicide exposure 
every two years, then provide Agent Orange benefits for 
additional diseases on the recommendation of the National 
Academy of Sciences. That same year, a consent decree in the 
Nehmer case required VA to provide retroactive compensation 
for all pertinent claims it had previously denied. NVLSP had 
to repeatedly return to court to enforce that decree, and is the 
court-appointed watchdog over any new Nehmer claims. 
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February 2002 


VA changes strip Agent Orange benefits from Vietnam War 
Navy and Marine Corps veterans who cannot prove they 
had “boots on the ground,” reversing a key provision of the 


Agent Orange Act of 1991. 
Dec. 12, 2002 


Royal Australian Navy publishes study showing distilling 
water on Navy ships increases the concentration of 
dioxin — a powerful toxin found in Agent Orange. 


2003 


The American Legion recognizes chemist Jeanne Mager Stellman and 
her husband Steven, an epidemiologist, with the Distinguished Service 
Medal for decades of work on Agent Orange exposure, including an 
analysis that shows up to four times more toxic herbicides were sprayed 
during the Vietnam War than were previously estimated. 


2006 


The Australian government authorizes Agent Orange benefits for 
its Blue Water Navy veterans from the Vietnam War. 


The George W. Bush administration requests introduction of 
legislation to eliminate all Blue Water veterans from qualifying for 
presumptive exposure to Agent Orange. The bill dies in Congress. 


2008 


National Academies of Science confirms the Royal Australian 
Navy finding that distilling seawater for drinking water 
increases dioxin concentration. VA calls for more study. 


May 5, 2009 


Rep. Bob Filner introduces H.R. 2254 to restore Agent Orange 
benefits for Blue Water Navy Vietnam veterans. Companion 
legislation is introduced in Senate. The legislation dies. A second 
attempt two years later fails to even get a vote in Congress. 


sept. 30, 2015 


Congress allows two key provisions of the Agent Orange Act of 1991 
to expire that compel the VA secretary to make a decision about 
granting presumptive benefits for additional illnesses related to 
herbicide exposure within 180 days of receiving the most recent 

National Academy of Medicine’s most review of relevant evidence. 


March 10, 2016 


National Academy of Science says bladder cancer, hypothyroidism 
and Parkinson-like symptoms are likely linked to Agent Orange. 
VA fails to add these conditions to the list of diseases presumed 
connected to Agent Orange, despite repeated promises to do so. 


May 4, 2018 


Legislation to restore Agent Orange benefits for Blue 
Water Navy veterans is reintroduced in the House 
of Representatives — but proposes to pay for 
the benefits by increasing fees veterans and 
active-duty military pay on VA loans. 
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Many Agent Orange issues remain unresolved, however. 
Legislation to restore benefits for Blue Water Navy veterans 
has repeatedly failed to receive a vote in Congress. The latest 
effort, introduced in the House in May, proposes to pay for 
benefits by increasing fees veterans and servicemembers pay 
on VA loans. VA, meanwhile, has denied claims of veterans 
exposed to Agent Orange at U.S. bases such as Fort Drum, 
N.Y., though it acknowledges the herbicide was used there. 

Barbara Wright’s late husband believed he was exposed to 
Agent Orange in Korea in 1962 and 1963. However, VA only 
recognizes claims from servicemembers who can establish 
they were at the DMZ between April 1968 and August 1971. 
Joe Dunagan was part of a clandestine Army special ops unit 
whose records remain classified, so he was never able to 
prove he’d served overseas, Wright says. 

Dunagan died in early March, soon after he was diagnosed 
with liver and lung cancer. Wright is pushing ahead with her 
survivor’s claim, including sending repeated records requests 
to DoD and the CIA. Struggling to get by on $600 a month, 
she is mystified that the government isn’t forthcoming more 
than 50 years after Dunagan came home. “If you served in 
Korea during the Vietnam War and need documentation for a 
VA claim and it isn’t in your 201 file, you are basically 
screwed,” Wright says. “When will somebody expose the 
plight of Korean vets?” 

After all these years, there are also Vietnam veterans who 
are unaware they might be eligible for help. They include 
John Naldrett, a retired Savannah, Ga., firefighter and Navy 
veteran who is dealing with prostate and colon cancers. He 
learned about Agent Orange benefits from a former shipmate 
just a few years ago and filed a claim, which VA promptly 
rejected. He’s appealing, a task made more daunting by the 
fact that he’s in the last eight to 10 years of his life, he says. 

There are illnesses that the National Academy of Sciences 
found sufficient evidence to connect to toxic herbicide 
exposure in 2016. But VA still has not added bladder cancer, 
hypothyroidism, high blood pressure or Parkinson’s-like 
symptoms to the list of Agent Orange presumptions. 

“We’ve been fighting since 1978 and not getting any 
response,” says Brian Russ, a member of American Legion 
Post 266 in Sarasota, Fla., who was a helicopter pilot in 
Vietnam. His bladder cancer claim has been denied four 
times. “I can understand why so many veterans get depressed 
and give up,” Russ says. “Congress has to say, ‘Let’s get this 
done and quit giving veterans the runaround.” 

And for Alton and Iralee, there’s VA’s steadfast denials that 
Julie Diane Haley’s premature birth and untimely death were 
caused by Alton’s Agent Orange exposure. “I think their aim 
is to prove the veteran wrong,” Iralee says. “I’ve finally let it 
sit - with the hope that maybe someday VA will finally 
recognize that something happened.” &» 


Ken Olsen is a frequent contributor to The American Legion 
Magazine. 
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This year’s Legacy Run will cover more than 
1,000 miles in Kansas, Missouri, lowa, Wisconsin 
and Minnesota, raising money for the American 
Legion Legacy Scholarship Fund along the way. 

As the Legion approaches its 100th anniversary, 
this year’s ride has a centennial theme. Lunch and 
dinner stops will be at 10 historic American Legion 
posts. Nine were chartered in 1919, and the 10th 
received its charter two years later. 

The Legacy Run leaves Hutchinson, Kan., on 
Aug. 19, following a kickoff at Post 68, and finishes 
up at Post 102 in Anoka, Minn., on Aug. 23 - just 
in time for the 100th National Convention in 
Minneapolis. Along the way, Legion Riders will 
participate in wreath-layings at memorials and 
cemeteries. They’ll also visit the Harry S. Truman 
Presidential Library & Museum in Independence, 
Mo., the Indian Motorcycle Factory in Spirit Lake, 
Iowa, and the SPAM Museum in Austin, Minn. 

Online registration ends Aug. 11. 

The Legacy Run raises money for the American 
Legion Legacy Scholarship Fund, which provides 
college assistance for the children of U.S. military 
personnel killed on active duty on or after 9/11, as 
well as children of post-9/11 veterans with a 
combined VA disability ratings of 50 percent or 
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higher. The 2017 Legacy Run raised a record 
$1,224,653 — the fourth straight year the ride raised 
more than $1 million. 

Preceding the Legacy Run will be a smaller run, 
called the Centennial Ride. Each department’s 
Riders will ride along U.S. Route 281, the American 
Legion Memorial Highway, in the week leading up 
to this year’s Legacy Run. Route 281 is the longest 
continuous three-digit U.S. route. 

Riders will depart the International Peace 
Garden in Dunseith, N.D., and travel over the next 
three-plus days through South Dakota and 
Nebraska before arriving in Great Bend, Kan. 

Bob Sussan, the Legacy Run’s chief road captain 
and chairman of the National American Legion 
Riders Advisory Committee, hopes to get 100 
Legion Riders from each state. They’ll join up and 
accompany the ride through their own state. 

He’s also working with riders and departments 
to get proclamations or state flags from those 
states’ governors, as an acknowledgment of The 
American Legion’s centennial. 

— Steve B. Brooks 


Register for the Legacy Run: 


€ www.legion.org/riders/registration 
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Tour of the Indian Motorcycle 
manufacturing facility 








@ Albert Lea, Minn. and dinner at American 
Lunch at American Legion Post 56 .. Legion Post 336 
@® Maryville, Mo. 6 Austin, Minn. 
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© 


Kansas City, Mo. 
Independence, Mo. 





Hutchinson, Kan. @ Hutchinson, Kan. @ Kansas City, Mo. 


Riders begin their journey at Local rides to various 
American Legion Post 68 veterans memorials 
@ Independence, Mo. e Independence, Mo. 


Lunch at American Legion Visit to the Truman Presidential Library 
Post 21 and dinner at American Legion Post 21 
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Fred H. Becker etched his name into history twice - on 
football fields in his native lowa, and then in France during 
World War |, where he made the ultimate sacrifice. 

Becker was born Nov. 6, 1895, in Waterloo, lowa. He first 
gained attention playing sandlot football on dusty, 
makeshift fields around the Midwestern city. In those 
rough-and-tumble games, he carved out a reputation that 
would serve him well and make him known as a fighter. 

Acclaimed as the finest football player in East High’s short 
history, Becker moved on to the University of lowa. The team 
finished just 4-3 for the 1916 season, but Becker was selected 
as a lineman for the All-Western Conference team. He also 
won a spot on the All-American first team. 

Like most college students, Becker was aware of the 
tensions engulfing the globe during the late fall and winter 
of 1916, up until the United States officially entered World 
War |; he left school and enlisted on March 16, 1917. Becker 
undertook infantry training at Fort Snelling and was 
commissioned a second lieutenant, then went abroad. 

A story in the Waterloo newspaper told of the impression 
he made on others: “During his course of training at Fort 
Snelling and since his transfer to active duty in France, he 
has won the praise of the officers with whom he was 
associated. He was absolutely fearless on the football field 
and carried this same spirit into his duties on the battlefield.” 

On July 18, 1918, during the Battle of Chateau-Thierry, 
Becker fought with the Marine Corps’ 5th Regiment. His 
platoon pinned down by an enemy machine gun nest, 
Becker moved forward and took it out. The exact details are 
lost, but according to information sent from service officials, 
his action was crucial in “preventing the death or injury of 
many men in his command.” 

Details of Becker’s death were reported in a letter to his 
parents from a fellow officer, Lt. John D. Clark. He told them 
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Fred Becker made a career on 
the football field before giving 
his life fighting in France. 








BY MIKE CHAPMAN 


that Lt. Becker was found on the battlefield in advance of his 
comrades, “indicating that he was leading them in the fight.” 
He had been hit in the throat. 

At first buried where he fell, his body did not remain in 
France. On May 7, 1921, the Hawkeye hero arrived in 
Hoboken, N.J., and was taken by train to Waterloo. 

A large crowd gathered at the station to see the flag- 
draped casket removed and taken to the funeral home. An 
honor guard was posted around the clock, until the day of 
the service May 14. According to the local newspaper, Grace 
Methodist Episcopal Church “was filled to capacity nearly an 
hour before the time set for the services to begin. Two 
thousand persons crowded into the edifice, and as many 
more were unable to obtain entrance. The steps, the 
churchyard and the adjoining sidewalks were packed.” 

Soon after Becker’s death, there was talk of naming the 
University of lowa football field after him, but that never 
came to pass. On March 30, 1921, American Legion Post 138 in 
Waterloo was dedicated and named in part for Becker. 

Nearly a century after Becker played football, he was 
inducted into the University of lowa Athletic Hall of Fame 
during halftime of a 2010 football game in front of 70,000 
Hawkeye fans. In 2011, the Waterloo School Board voted to 
name its newest school in his honor; today, hundreds of 
children attend Fred Becker Elementary and walk past a 
display case that tells the story of a young man with a 
fighter’s spirit who can inspire a new generation. 


Mike Chapman retired from a 35-year newspaper career in 2002 
and is the author of 29 books. A native of Waterloo, lowa, he 


served in the Navy from 1962 to 1965. 


Read an extended version of this story online: 


€ www.legion.org/honor 
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In her opening remarks to the National Executive Committee during its Spring 
Meetings in Indianapolis on May 9, American Legion National Commander Denise 
H. Rohan highlighted membership tools and resources — many of which are 
available on www.legion.org — for Legion Family members at every level to use 
when recruiting. 

“We are still the most respected and influential veterans service organization 
in the country, but we can’t take it for granted that it will always be that way,” 
Rohan said. “We have an even greater responsibility to build our membership.” 

Membership resources include the free Legion mobile app, door hangers, 
applications and brochures. Legionnaires are encouraged to carry materials with 
them or keep them in their cars, ready for any opportunity to recruit new 
members. That open-ended approach also applies to the development of a 
ready-to-go elevator pitch, the use of myLegion.org to access the names of 
expired post members, and more. 

“We should never lose sight of the fact that we are a community-based 
organization, even if we wield national influence,” Rohan said. “We can benefit 
from practicing these basic recruiting tips and our principles. It is our longtime 
Legionnaires who will pass on the traditions and principles of our great American 
Legion to the next generation of Legionnaires, who will advance that service into 
our second century.” 


The Operation Comfort Warriors 
(OCW) program recently gave a 
$50,000 grant to the Department 
of Veterans Affairs to help supply 
new-baby welcome kits to female 
veterans at 60 VA medical centers 
across the country. More than 
2,400 new veteran parents and 
parents-to-be who receive their 
care through VA registered for a 
welcome kit, which includes a 
diaper bag, toiletries, hairbrush and 
comb set, layette, blanket and hat. Priced at $50 each, VA was nationally short 
1,000 kits; the OCW grant fulfills that need. 

“I’ve had the opportunity to visit many VA medical centers across the nation 
over the past eight months,” National Commander Denise Rohan said. “We have 
so many female veterans who don't realize the services available in those 
facilities. With our ‘family first’ theme, we wanted to show our solid support.” 


Laura Ruzick and Tabitha Ingram from 
Roudebush VA Medical Center receive an 
OCW donation at American Legion 
National Headquarters. photoby cay tomneth 
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Quilts awarded to wounded 
servicemembers and veterans by the 
Quilts of Honor organization since its 
formation in 2003. A quilt-making 
event for the American Legion Family 
was conducted during Spring 
Meetings for the fourth year in a row. 


$176,000+ 


Amount donated to American Legion 
programs by Legion Family members 
during the Spring Meetings 


Amount awarded in American Legion 
Legacy Scholarships to 41 children of 
fallen servicemembers and disabled 
veterans. Recipients were announced 
during the NEC meetings. 


EMBLEM 

Rules and regulations governing use 
of the name and emblems of The 
American Legion 


INTERNAL AFFAIRS 

Investigate possibility of allowing 
members to pay annual dues for 
multiple years in addition to the 
existing Paid Up for Life (PUFL) 
membership plan 


SUBCOMMITTEE 

ON RESOLUTIONS 

35 Awards 2024 national convention 
to New Orleans, home of the National 
WWII Museum, in honor of 80th 
anniversary of D-Day 


VETERANS AFFAIRS & 
REHABILITATION 

7 Calls on DoD to provide equal 
benefits to all veterans buried at 
Arlington National Cemetery 


VETERANS EMPLOYMENT 
& EDUCATION 
Supports veteran and reserve 
servicemember financial protections 
4 Opposes cessation of DoD’s Hiring 
Heroes program 


Go online for the full text of all 35 
resolutions passed at the meetings. 
& archive.legion.org, click on 
“Resolutions” 
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Jennifer Jones, a curator at the National Museum of American History, displays 
the Islay flag and World War | uniform items. Photo courtesy National Museum of American History 


HONOR & REMEMBRANCE 


Flag made to honor U.S. World War I 
dead returns to native Scotland 


A U.S. flag has returned to Scotland 100 years after it was made and used 
there in funerals for a group of U.S. troops during World War I, according to 
Fox News and other news outlets. 

On Feb. 5, 1918, the German submarine UB-77 torpedoed and sank SS 
Tuscania, which had left Hoboken, N.J., for Liverpool, England, less than two 
weeks before with 384 crewmen and more than 2,000 Army personnel. More 
than 200 American soldiers drowned. 

On the Scottish island of Islay, near where Tuscania sank and many bodies 
washed ashore, a group of residents hurriedly sewed a U.S. flag before the 
first of the funerals, using an encyclopedia for reference. The flag is housed 
at the Smithsonian’s National Museum of American History in Washington, 
but returned to Islay for the WW100 Scotland National Day of Remembrance 
on May 4. The flag will be on display for a few months at the Museum of Islay 
Life in Port Charlotte before returning to the Smithsonian. 

“Islay and Jura lost over 200 of their own men in World War I, and sadly 
those families never got the opportunity to bury their own,” museum 
employee Jenni Minto told the South West News Service. “The sinking of 
Tuscania, and later Otranto, gave the islanders the opportunity to look after 
those men, living and dead, as they hoped their own boys would be cared 
for at land and sea.” 
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MEMBERSHIP 


NEW POSTS 





Charles L. Martin Post 1948, 
Montgomery, Ala. Chartered April 30 
(17 members) 


Steel Valley Post 650, Pittsburgh 
Chartered April 6 (15 members) 
Post 145, Celina, Texas Chartered 
April 6 (29 members) 

Chilton County Post 216, Clanton, 
Ala. Chartered April 3 (27 members) 
Post 339, LaFayette, Ga. Chartered 
March 15 (17 members) 

Greater East End Post 316, Houston 
Chartered March 5 (15 members) 
Post 1836, Lovettsville, Va. 
Chartered Feb. 26 (43 members) 
Gen. Robert Shoemaker Post 216, 
Killeen, Texas Chartered Feb. 23 
(15 members) 

Madison Correctional Post 512, 
Madison, Ind. Chartered Feb. 23 
(15 members) 

Sean Ward Post 519, Lovelock, Nev. 
Chartered Feb. 22 (10 members) 

Lt. Brian Gienau Post 738, 
Waterloo, lowa Chartered Feb. 1 
(15 members) 

Post 445, Krebs, Okla. Chartered 
Jan. 24 (15 members) 

Ernest M. Henry Sr. Post 438, 
New Orleans Chartered Jan. 19 

(15 members) 

Henry E. Bergdorf Post 155, 
Oldtown, Idaho Chartered Jan. 11 
(10 members) 


Sussex Post 773, Waverly, Va. 
Chartered Jan. 5 (15 members) 


We have to put every day to use if we want 
the chance to bring someone else to justice. 


Jens Rommel, prosecutor with the Central Office for the Investigation 
of National Socialist Crimes in Ludwigsburg, Germany, which is hunting 
down the last surviving Nazi war criminals. The 2011 sentencing of a 
former guard at the Sobibor extermination camp made it possible to 
prosecute anyone who worked at a concentration camp as an 


accomplice in mass Murder’. source: arp 


Sgt. Herculano Dias, 
5 Ret., 2nd Ranger 

Infantry Company 

(Airborne), Korean War 
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RAPID FIRE 





THE GREAT SERVICE 
WAR VAR LOC QO Young Legionnaire 
shines at Pentagon 


HONOR & REMEMBRANCE BY TIM SPROLES 


‘Ouaint and Tony Hollandsworth is a senior airman in 


the Air Force, working for the Office of the 


Wa\r-Wworn Secretary of Defense at the Pentagon. Years 


ago, while living in Indianapolis, he met 
France Legionnaires Paul and Jennifer Norton when 
Editor’s note: Throughout the Great they conducted a flag-education program. 


War's centennial, The American Legion As a high-school student, Hollandsworth 
Magazine will publish excerpts from the had planned to become an emergency 


letters of D.B. “Bernard” Ryan of Albion, medical technician. However, his plans 
N.Y., who served as an Army infantry changed after getting to know the Nortons, 


officer and helped found American and after graduating in 2014 he joined the 





Legion Sheret Post 35 in 1919, Air Force, and was accepted into the 
prestigious Air Force Honor Guard (one of 
JUNE 26, 1918 nine, out of more than 700 applicants). 
My dear, dear Mother, Hollandsworth spent 18 months serving 
Today was gala for us, for our first States mail arrived. In it were your on funeral details at Arlington National 
letters of May 28 and June 7, Miss Putnam's, one from Cousin Ellen and Cemetery, welcomed the pope as part of 
two or three others. Tonight men were sitting by the roadside making the Joint Service Color Team and worked at 
reply to their correspondents. From now | will try to keep a proper record the inauguration of President Trump. Now 
and also to write frequently, but | think once a week will have to suffice. he conducts VIP tours at the Pentagon. 
| have been very very busy because of the arrangements under which we “| have had the opportunity to meet with 
are working and under which we are billeted, throwing much people from all over the world,” he says. 
administrative work on my official position. “Being lower enlisted and being able to 
We are in billets in France — in very beautiful France — in very work beside our country’s top advisers and 
unsanitary, quaint and war-worn France, where old men and women and leaders has been an amazing experience.” 
boys and girls toil in the fields till almost dusk, which is now till nearly Hollandsworth says the Nortons’ 
10 p.m. My little office and billet is secluded and looks out upon a neat devotion to the flag and the nation helped 
little garden from which a curved brick walk follows a well trimmed him discover that same passion in himself — 
hedge to the officers’ mess. | moved one day, thinking | was bettering and inspired him to join the Legion. 
myself by larger rooms. The next day | moved back, quite repentant for He, in turn, has inspired Paul. “This young 
my haste and satisfied that | had quite the neatest, cleanest place with man has revitalized my faith that there are 
one of the cleanest families hereabouts. The other place was like most of young veterans out there who can bring The 
the billets — set inside a good old-fashioned barnyard — one that supplies American Legion to the next level - 
the drinking water for the well when there is any. It is most curious that servicemembers who really care about God, 
such vigorous old people have lived their lives under conditions which country and changing the lives of our 
we wouldn't tolerate in Two Bridges. Thank heaven for American civic veterans,” Paul says. 


pride and sanitation and modern plumbing. 

| have a corking orderly (batman or striker) who speaks French well 
enough to find out anything | want to know and to make negotiations for 
our billeting officer, being of great assistance to him. His French seems to 
be good and yet he comes from New Hampshire and his name is Connor 
— French, Irish, Canadian. | have had him only 10 days but he is surely 
tumbling onto my wishes and is a comfort, really. In spite of the fact that 
the bathing place is some distance away, | have a hot bath every night if 
| want it. He has it ready. And right there is where my tub comes in — my 
had-to-be-gotten $6.50 tub. | use it. But just as | anticipated and 
remarked way back in February — a G.I. tub is supplied. However, | know 
my own is clean. The issued kind were necessarily not new. 

Speaking of the tub brings up the question of equipment. There was 
no inspection, and now we must reduce to 50 Ibs and store the excess, 
which means very probably that we will never see the stuff again. 

Love, DBR 


Tim Sproles is communications director for The 
American Legion’s Department of Indiana. 


Department of Indiana 
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CONVENTION 
Registration for 
Color Guard 


Contest still open 


American Legion 
Family color guard 
units will compete 
once again at the 
National Color Guard 
Contest, during the 
100th National Convention. The 
competition will be at 5 p.m. Aug. 24 
in Hall B, Level 1 of the Minneapolis 
Convention Center. 

There is still time to plan to join 
them; the deadline to register in the 
Advancing & Retiring, Military, 
Military-Open and Open classes is 
July 20. Visit www.legion.org/ 
convention/resources to download 
an application form. 


Vikings invite Legion Family to 
pre-season game 

The Minnesota Vikings will battle 
the Seattle Seahawks on Friday, Aug. 
24, at 7 p.m. at U.S. Bank Stadium, 
located just a few blocks from the 
convention center. 

The team is extending a $20 ticket 
offer to Legion Family members 
through a digital-ticketing option. 
The offer ends Aug. 17; there is a 
maximum of 20 tickets per order. 


€ www.legion.org/convention/ 
resources 


FLAG 
sign up for flag 
text alerts 


The American Legion is offering 
members, veterans and patriots the 
opportunity to receive text alerts 
when the president declares flags to 
be lowered to half-staff. 

To receive these text alerts, simply 
text the word flag to 35893. You will 
receive a confirmation email within a 
few minutes. The service is free, but 
message and data rates may apply. 

The Legion also distributes an 
e-newsletter when the president 
issues a flag proclamation. To sign up 
for the free e-newsletter, go to 
www.legion.org/newsletters. 
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TECHNOLOGY 


DUMB PHONES 


A study conducted by 
researchers at the University of 
Texas, University of California 
San Diego and Carnegie Mellon 
reveals that the very presence of 
smartphones actually makes us 
less intelligent. 

Citing the full study in the 
Journal of the Association for 
Consumer Research, 
THEJournal.com reports that researchers asked study 
participants to sit at a computer and take a variety of tests 
requiring concentration. Before the testing began, the 
participants were randomly assigned to one of three groups. 
The first was told to leave all their belongings in the lobby. 
Another group was told to leave most of their belongings in 
the lobby, but to take their phones into the testing room 
and place them face-down on their desks. A third group was 
told they could keep their belongings with them in the 
testing room and keep their phones “wherever they 
naturally would.” 

Eighty percent of participants believed that the location 
of their phones didn’t affect their test performance. In fact, 
research subjects who left their phones outside the exam 
room “did far better than those who had their phones on 
the desk in front of them.” They also slightly outperformed 
those who had their phones with them but had placed them 
in a pocket or a bag. 

The research team concludes that just having the phone 
within sight or reach “reduced (the research subjects’) 
ability to focus and do the tasks asked of them because 
some part of their brain was ‘actively working to not pick up 
or use the phone.” 

It’s a paradox, but the research team reports that “the 
more consumers depend on their smartphones, the more 
they seem to suffer from their presence — or, more 
optimistically, the more they may stand to benefit from their 
absence.” 


BY THE NUMBERS 


Military footprint in Africa 
4,000 U.S. troops in Djibouti 


800 U.S. troops in Niger 


500 U.S. troops in Somalia 


50 African countries with a U.S. troop presence 
(out of 54 countries) 


14 “Enduring locations” (permanent or 


semi-permanent U.S. bases) 
Sources: AFRICOM, The Hill, The Observer 
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Photo courtesy White-Williams Post 10 


CENTENNIAL 


Post 10, Okmulgee, Okla. 


One of the namesakes of White-Williams American 
Legion Post 10 is Clyde Williams of Okmulgee, Okla., who 
enlisted in the Navy on Nov. 27, 1940. After basic training 
in Norfolk, Va., Williams attended the Navy School of 
Music at the Washington Naval Yard. He graduated May 
23,1941, and served on USS Lassen, a cargo ship that 
delivered ammunition to Pearl Harbor. 

A musician second class, Williams’ next assignment 
was to USS Arizona on June 17, 1941. As part of the Arizona 
dance band, he competed in the Battle of Music 1941, and 
although the band did not compete in the semifinals, it 
beat three others. For doing so well in the competition, 
the band - including Williams — was allowed to sleep late 
the fatal morning of Dec. 7. 

The Battle of Music finals, scheduled for Dec. 20, never 
took place. The grand prize trophy was awarded 
posthumously to the Arizona band and is at the Arizona 
memorial, inscribed with the band members’ names. 


SHARE YOUR POST’S LEGACY 
Upload stories, photos and videos of your post’s history 


on the Legion’s Centennial Celebration website. 
€} www.legion.org/centennial 





EDUCATION 


Change in Chapter 35 


benefits period 


Q: My brother started school in 
January. When he received his letter 
regarding his Chapter 35 (Survivors’ 
and Dependents’ Educational 
Assistance) program, it said he would 
receive 45 months of full-time benefits. 
| just applied for Chapter 35 and will 
only receive 36 months of full-time 
benefits. Why the difference? 

A: According to the Harry W. Colmery Veterans 
Educational Assistance Act (aka the “Forever Gl Bill”), if 
you enroll in college for the first time after Aug. 1, 2018, 
your Chapter 35 program will include 36 months of 
full-time benefits instead of 45 months. The law also 
increases the housing allowance received monthly to 
$1,224 for full-time enrollment, $967 for three-quarter- 
time enrollment and $710 for half-time enrollment. 


Te RSS tile ta 


Valerie Heffner is a Marine Corps veteran and member of 
American Legion Post 27 in Apache Junction, Ariz. 
askvalerie@legion.org 
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PERSONAL FINANCE 





Keeping up with the Joneses is a 
never-ending battle. Don’t even try. 
| know it can be hard. My wife is going 
to be in the market for a new car later 
this year, and even though | know 
better, | find myself walking through 
parking lots and looking in driveways 
for ideas. It’s easy to get caught up in 
the Jones race. 

However, if you look around, you'll quickly recognize that 
the Joneses are setting a financial example of what not to do. 
Follow their lead and you could end up in a bad place. Here are 
a few examples: 

@ They are spending instead of saving. With roughly 
two-thirds of our economy powered by spending, Americans 
aren't putting nearly enough money away. Earlier this year, 
personal savings hit a 10-year low of 2.4 percent. That’s plain 
pitiful. If you’re in your early 20s and just getting started, you 
can probably get away with saving 10 percent for retirement, 
but most people have a variety of goals that will require even 
more saving. So the Joneses and their 2.4 percent savings rate 
are a joke. 

@ They’re playing the “how much payment can you afford” 
game at the car dealer. Ever wonder how the Jones family 
affords that never-ending carousel of slick new vehicles? 
Maybe they can’t. Instead, much to the appreciation of their 
car salesman, they are stretching out car loans to the point 
where the payment is “affordable.” Every quarter, Experian 
produces a “State of the Automotive Finance Market” report. 


FOCUS ON 
FINANCES 





EDUCATION 


Online Basic Training platform teaches 
Legion history, values 
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The latest indicated that the average new car loan was more 
than 69 months. You know how averages work, and that 
means there are lots of loans out there with terms longer than 
69 months. Shoot for an un-Jones-like approach, something 
that’s affordable with a loan of no longer than five years. 
@ They can’t be bothered with life insurance. The Jones 
family apparently doesn’t need any stinking life insurance. 
Three kids, a big mortgage, a couple of car loans and a lot of 
underfunded financial goals wouldn't even faze the survivor if 
the unthinkable happens. That probably sounds ridiculous, but 
according to LIMRA, one in three people indicate he or she 
doesn’t have enough life insurance. The Joneses are clearly 
skimping; you shouldn't. Check out the life insurance calculator 
at usaa.com/life and see where you stand. 
@ They’ve got plastic in hand for the next emergency. In 
January, the Bankrate Financial Security Index survey reported 
that 61 percent of Americans surveyed would be unable to 
draw from savings to respond to a $1,000 unexpected expense. 
They’d be forced to borrow from family, sell stuff or break out 
the good old credit card. Another not-so-enviable trait of the 
Jones crew, but a boon for credit card companies. 

Fear can be an enabler, and can motivate positive behaviors. 
In this case, | hope I’ve created a compelling argument against 
trying to keep up with the Joneses. 


J.J. Montanaro is a certified financial planner with USAA, The 
American Legion’s preferred provider of financial services. Submit 
questions for him online. 


& www.legion.org/usaa/focusonfinances 


The American Legion’s official training program for 
officers, members, Legion College applicants and those who 
simply want to increase their knowledge of the organization 
is available online. The former American Legion Extension 
Institute has been rewritten, updated and enhanced for a 
new multimedia experience. 

The program takes less than two hours to complete. It is 
divided into six sections, with a quiz at the end of each one, 
followed by a final exam. There is a section covering each of 
the Legion’s Four Pillars, as well as its history and 
organization, and a conclusion that ties it all together. 

Users must be registered on the website to access the 
content. Sign in with any American Legion website login, 
including myLegion.org. 


& www.legion.org/alei 


THE AMERICAN LEGION 


VETERANS STILL SERVING AMERICA 


Next year the U.S. Mint will issue three 
commemorative coins to recognize the 
100th Anniversary of The American Legion. 


Own a part of the centennial celebration 
by making plans now to purchase one 


of these collectible coins. 


Register at legion.org/coin to receive updates. 


AVAILABLE EARLY 2019 








COMRADES 


How to submit a reunion 





The American Legion Magazine publishes 
reunion notices for veterans. Send notices 
to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: 
Reunions, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 
46206, fax (317) 630-1280, e-mail reunions@ 
legion.org or submit information via our 
website, www.legion.org/reunions. 

Include the branch of service and complete 
name of the group, no abbreviations, with your 
request. The listing also should include the 
reunion dates and city, along with a contact 
name, telephone number and e-mail address. 
Listings are publicized free of charge. 

Your notice will appear on our Web site within 
a week and will remain available online until 
the final day of your reunion. Upon submission, 
please allow three months for your reunion to 
be published in print. Due to the large number 
of reunions, The American Legion Magazine 


will publish a group’s listing only once a year. 


AIR FORCE / ARMY AIR FORCES 


6th Bomb Wing, Roswell, NM, 9/21-22, Bobby 
Pike, (479) 452-7191, wa56af53@gmail.com; 319th 
FIS, Nashville, TN, 9/12-16, David Headen, (270) 
258-5633, dwheaden@twc.com; 483rd Bomb Grp 
(H), Oklahoma City, OK, 9/25-29, Russell Daniel, 
(720) 880-8878, rdaniel@hostworks.com; 3512th, 
3551st & 3389th PTS, Biloxi, MS, 10/23-26, Glenn 
Bremenkamp, (228) 806-4519, gsbrem@aol.com; 
3973rd/7430nd APRON CDS (Spain), Omaha, NE, 
9/30-10/3, Bob Stuk, (231) 834-9686, marcianbob@ 
hotmail.com; Assn of Former AFOSISA Special 
Agents, Charleston, MD, 9/5-9, John Perryman, 
(410) 610-7591, muffin@olg.com; C-7A Caribou 
Assn, Dayton, OH, 9/5-9, Pat Hanavan, (210) 
479-0226, pathanavan@aol.com; F-106 All Trps, 
Tucson, AZ, 4/3-7, Bob Kwiecinski, (772) 571-6056, 
bobski9933@aol.com; Wheelus AB (Tripoli, 
Libya), Huntsville, AL, 8/9-11, Judy Moore, (540) 
588-9946, jmmoore919@aol.com 


ARMY 


2nd MslI Bn 562nd Arty (Air Def) & 4th Msl 

Bn 43rd Arty (Air Def), Mobile, AL, 11/5-9, 

Ed Hansen, (608) 751-6292, reunion@a-2-562. 

org; 8th Inf Div (Europe), Helen, GA, 8/17-19, 

Rich Sonneborn, (631) 578-6291, hhc8thid@ 
yahoo.com; 14th Cbt Eng Bn (All Eras), Myrtle 
Beach, SC, 9/13-15, Billy Gray, (817) 517-9920, 
dogray1@digitex.net; 17th Inf Rgt, Columbus, 
GA, 10/10-14, Donald Shook, (412) 983-4479, 
deshook@7thinfantry.com; 71st/11th Trans 

Bn, HQ & HQ Det 1,154th, 300th, 368th, 
372nd, 402nd, 551st, 561st & 567th Trans Cos 
(Vietnam), Columbus, GA, 10/10-14, Alan Furtado, 
(508) 747-0796, alson@verizon.com; 167th Sig Co 
(Radio Relay), Albuquerque, NM, 9/21-25, Chuck 
Widener, (309) 547-2579, catwide53@gmail.com; 
187th Assault Heli Co, St. Pete Beach, FL, 11/7-12, 
James Henry, (703) 319-1211, jim951@gmail.com; 
630th Eng (LE) Co (Vietnam), Branson, MO, 9/13- 
15, Cecil Brown, (731) 415-6460, cecilnbrown@ 
charter.net; Alaska Nike Vets - 2nd Msl Bn, 
562nd Arty, 4th Msl Bn & 43rd Arty (Air Def), 
Mobile, AL, 11/5-9, Ed Hansen, (608) 751-6292, 
reunion@a-2-562.org; Army Security Agency 
Chitose, Japan, Cleveland, 9/5-9, Roy Gettz, (321) 
259-7039, asachitoseassn@att.net; Army Security 
Agency (Herzo Base, Germany), Buffalo, 

NY, 9/20-9/23, Joe Connelly, (856) 939-4690, 
mrcon2@comcast.net; D Co 1st Bn 6th Inf 198th 
LIB Americal Div (Vietnam), Kansas City, KS, 
9/13-17, Lynn Baker, (870) 253-1591, Idbhistory@ 
yahoo.com; D/2/16, 1st Inf Div (1967-1970), 
Lakewood, NY, 8/23-26, Don Dignan, (734) 
525-0157, dondignan@sbcglobal.net; ECo Mortar 
Pit 1st Bn 6th Inf 198th Light Inf Bde Americal 
Div, Branson, MO, 9/13-16, Ken Mitschke, (832) 
717-6319, pamandken@att.net; Society of 5th Inf 
Div, Norfolk, VA, 9/27-10/1, Thomas Grafton, (314) 
416-0535, graftonthomas5@gmail.com 
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Notices should be sent at least six months prior 
to the reunion to ensure timely publication. 


Other notices 


“In Search Of” is a means of getting in touch 
with people from your unit to plan a reunion. 
We do not publish listings that seek people 
for interviews, research purposes, military 
photos or help in filing a VA claim. Listings 
must include the name of the unit from which 
you seek people, the time period and the 
location, as well as a contact name, telephone 
number and e-mail address. Send notices to 
The American Legion Magazine, Attn: “In 
Search Of,” P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 
46206, fax (317) 630-1280 or e-mail reunions@ 
legion.org. 

The magazine will not publish names of 
individuals, only the name of the unit. Listings 
are published free of charge. 

Life Membership notices are published for 
Legionnaires who have been awarded life 





COAST GUARD 


All CG, Minneapolis, 9/15, Chris Kalogerson, (952) 


935-9065, chriskalogerson@gmail.com 
JOINT 


Armed Forces Language School (Vietnam), 
Branson, MO, 9/27-30, Carl Wisneski, (407) 240- 
7757, cxw5@yahoo.com; Military Women Across 
the Nation, San Diego, 9/4-7, Lynne Pine, (507) 
400-9111, lynne@milwomen.org 


MARINES 


2nd Bn 9th Mar (All Eras), Arlington, VA, 11/8-12, 


Danny Schuster, (978) 302-4126, ditson35@ 
verizon.net; 5th Mar Div, Champaign, IL, 10/16-21, 
Ray Elliott, (217) 840-2121, rayelliott23 @att.net; 
Delta Co 1st Bn 7th Mar (Vietnam, 1965-1970), 
Indianapolis, 8/22-26, George Schneider, (931) 
265-9590, gjschneider2@gmail.com; Lima Co 

3rd Bn 1st Mar, Las Vegas, 9/20-23, Leslie Turner, 
(631) 748-9733, lgtplace@aol.com; Mar Air Grps 
(WWII-Present), Branson, MO, 10/17-20, Jerry 
Gipe, jgipbe@hotmail.com; Mar Bks Sasebo, 
Japan, Las Vegas, 11/6-9, Herman Cospy, (951) 
334-2749, 1co_spy@sbcglobal.net; SATS/EAF 
Morest Launch & Recovery, Pensacola, FL, 10/16- 
20, Richard Althouse, (760) 741-7629, califyayhoo@ 
sbcglobal.net; VMA(AW)-225 (Vietnam, Jan 
1969-Apr 1971), Morehead City, NC, 5/15-19, 
Maurice Chevalier, (252) 240-1965, mochev@twc. 
com; VMFA-115, Cleveland, 9/7-9, Patti Kaas, (717) 
422-6796, kaasfamily4@gmail.com 


NAVY 


America CVA/CV 66, Mobile, AL, 9/11-15, Walt 


Waite, (610) 585-2155, america6/68@verizon.net; 
Aviation Boatswain’s Mates Assn (ABMA), San 
Diego, 8/6-10, Doug Thornton, (619) 578-1523, 
abma.secretary@gmail.com; Belknap DLG/CG 
26, Las Vegas, 10/17-21, Ted Hetherington, (805) 
218-9025, bowtieted@aol.com; Brown DD 546 
& Bradford DD 545, Memphis, TN, 9/6-9, Fred 
Korzekwa, (317) 578-7736, korzekwaf@sbcglobal. 
net; Casa Grande LSD 13, Pittsburgh, 9/24-28, 
Robert Moody, (724) 766-8015, mowedge@ 
zoominternet.net; Chewaucan AOG 50, 

Myrtle Beach, SC, 9/18-22, John Olsen, (630) 
323-1696, jlolsen1@comcast.net; Chilton APA 
38, Jeffersonville, IN, 10/11-13, William Seymer, 
(812) 944-4241, oldmrbill@twc.com; Conway 
DD/DDE 507, Myrtle Beach, SC, 9/12-16, Robert 
Moody, (724) 766-8015, mowedge@zoominternet. 
net; Edson DD 946, Bay City, MI, 9/5-9, Tim 
Nightingale, (586) 202-2202, tbnightingale@ 
comcast.net; George K. MacKenzie DD 836, 
Bremerton, WA, 9/5-9, J.B. Hall, (360) 340-8094, 
j.b.hall@wavecable.com; Guam LPH 9, Durango, 
CO, 10/1-6, Al Getter, (619) 857-5992, g2121@cox. 
net; Higbee DD 806, Buffalo, NY, 9/12-16, Gil 
“Rod” Rodello, (541) 747-1408, gilrodhigbee@ 
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memberships by their posts. This does not 
include amember’s own Paid-Up-For-Life 
membership. Notices must be submitted 

on official forms, which may be obtained by 
sending a self-addressed stamped envelope 
to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: Life 
Memberships, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, 
IN 46206. 

“Comrades in Distress” listings must be 
approved by the Legion’s Veterans Affairs & 
Rehabilitation division. If you are seeking to verify 
an injury received during service, contact your 
Legion department service officer for informa- 
tion on how to publish a notice. 

To respond to a “Comrades in Distress” listing, 
send a letter to The American Legion Magazine, 
Attn: Comrades in Distress, P.O. Box 1055, 
Indianapolis, IN 46206. Include the listing's CID 
number in your response. 

“Taps” notices are published only for Legion- 
naires who served as department commanders 
or national officers. 


comcast.net; Ingraham DD 697, Norfolk, VA, 
9/26-30, Gregory W. Miller, (814) 695-3246, 
gmamflyer@gmail.com; Klondike AR/AD22, 
Nashville, TN, 9/7-10, Dennis Case, (309) 299-0275, 
dennislcase@gmail.com; Lofberg DD 759, 
Jacksonville, FL, 9/27-10/1, Frederick Shields, (856) 
854-9215, fjshield@scarletmail.rutgers.edu; MCB 
5 (Vietnam), Branson, MO, 11/5-11, Linda Miers, 
(515) 229-1246, gmahusker@gmail.com; McGowan 
DD 678, Cape May, NJ, 9/24-27, George Beery, 
(419) 483-6211, bgbeery@frontier.com; Mountrail 
APA 213, Biloxi, MS, 9/27-30, Don DiCoio, (973) 
725-1974, dicoio44@aol.com; Newman K. Perry 
DDR 883, Ennis, TX, 9/27-29, Rex Carter, (972) 
875-1579, rvcarter@swbell.net; Nicholas DD/ 
DDE 449 & FFG 47, Charleston, SC, 10/22-26, Bill 
Linn, (928) 446-1580, bill.margie@yahoo.com; 
Noa DD 343/841, New Orleans, 9/11-16, Robert 
Barrie, (727) 289-6534, robert.barrie4@gmail. 
com; NSA/NSF Da Nang Assn, Albuquerque, NM, 
4/22-27, Bill Neal, (502) 477-0876, marynealmail@ 
gmail.com; Picking DD 685, Chicago, 10/1-5, 
George Brunson, (608) 290-1835, thebrunsons@ 
hotmail.com; Ranger CV/CVA 61, Phoenix, 
10/3-6, Tom Ballinger, (210) 403-3302; Sea Cat SS 
399, Branson, MO, 10/15-19, Edwin Hymer, (515) 
981-3006, ednmeg@mchsi.com; Shangri-La CV/ 
CVA/CVS 38, Jacksonville, FL, 10/3-8, Al Miller, 
(484) 894-5121, shangair@yahoo.com; Signalmen, 
Pensacola, FL, 10/5-8, Charles Nierling, (850) 455- 
4617, whitebwolf@cox.net; Sperry AS 12, Mobile, 
AL, 9/26-30, David Jackson, (360) 435-6919, 
djpanda34@cs.com; Tin Can Sailors National 
Reunion, Buffalo, NY, 9/16-20, (508) 677-0515, 
tcs@tincans.org; VP-45, Pensacola, FL, 10/24-28, 
Doug Mitchell, (678) 650-7500, poohbearmit@ 
aol.com; Voge DE/FF 1047 (1966-1989), San 
Diego, 10/3-7, Tom Anderson, (501) 259-1369, 
ussvogegroup@gmail.com; Westchester County 
LST 1167, White Plains, NY, 10/30-11/2, Peter Love, 
(516) 381-3064, peterl@hunterwalton.com 


LIFE MEMBERSHIP 


Post 86, CT: Franklin Dunn, Edward Steiner 
Post 1, MI: Adolph Hunacek 


IN SEARCH OF 


10th Dental Det & 548th Dispensary (Seoul, 
Korea, 1966-1967), Ken Hough, (215) 512-9615, 
kenh121@comcast.net 

45th Finance Sect (Kaiserslautern, Worms & 
Pirmasens, Germany, 1970-1978), Sam Pierce, 
(610) 207-2021, samuelj.pierce@yahoo.com 

74th Engr Cbt Bn (Fort Campbell, KY & Korea, 
1950-1951), Arthur Barnes, (919) 688-4775 

319th Mil Intel Bn USARPAC (Fort Shafter, HI, 
1965-1968), Tim Vanderstelt, (231) 578-0744, 
tim30vanderstelt@gmail.com 

467th Mil Intel Det, Russian POW Team, HQ 
USARAL (1964-1966), Thomas Hutson, PSC 517 
Box 3029, FPO AP 96517, trhutson@gmail.com 


552nd Sig Base Maintenance Co (Pirmasens, 
Germany, 1951-1953), Robert Miller, (502) 
313-0356 

1607th Communications & Electronics Sqdn, 
All Shops (Dover AFB, 1961-1964), Joel Gray, 
1607thcomm.elect@gmail.com 

4258th Strat Wing (U-Tapao AB, Kilo Sip, 
Thailand, 1968-1969), Richard Turgeon, (941) 
445-7657, pktrgt6@yahoo.com 

B Btry 1st Bn 14th Arty 23rd Inf Div - Fire 
Bases Mary Ann, Mildred, Linda & Hawk Hill 
(Vietnam, 1971), Mike Werner, (503) 812-1783, 
bigmikewerner50@gmail.com 

Belknap DLG/CGG 26 (Norfolk, VA, Nov 1964- 
Feb 1995), Ted Hetherington, (805) 218-9025, 
bowtieted@aol.com 

Charlie Btry 6th Missile Bn 517th Arty “Hawk” 
(Germany, 1961-1964), David Greer, (585) 
404-8351 

R-5 Div Shenandoah AD 26, Optical Shop 
(1964-1967), Roberto Viesca, roberto.viesca@ 
boeing.com 


TAPS 


Art Castro, Dept. of California. Dept. Cmdr. 

2017, Nat’l Conv. Cmsn. Memb. 2009-2010, Nat’! 
Foreign Relations Cncl. Vice Chmn. 2010-2012, 
Nat’l Veterans Affairs & Rehab. Cmsn. Memb. 
2012-2013 and Nat'l Veterans Affairs & Rehab. 
Cncl. Memb. 2013-2014. 

Barbara A. Eastridge, Dept. of Wyoming. Dept. 
Cmdr. 2003-2004, Nat'l Sec. Cmsn. Memb. 
2002-2008, Nat'l Veterans Affairs & Rehab. Cmsn. 
Region 8 Chmn. 1999-2000, Nat'l Veterans Affairs 
& Rehab. Cmsn. Region 8 Vice Chmn. 1998-1999, 
and Nat'l Veterans Affairs & Rehab. Cmsn. Region 
8 Memb. 1994-1998 and 2000-2001. 

Russell Lee Fisher, Dept. of Maryland. Dept. 
Cmdr. 1987-1988, Nat’l Exec. Cmte. Alt. Memb. 
1994-1996, Nat'l Exec. Cmte. Memb. 1996-1998, 
Nat’l Foreign Relations Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1976- 


1980, Nat’l Foreign Relations Cmsn. Liaison Cmte. 


Memb. 1996-1998, Nat’l Sec. Cncl. Vice Chmn. 
1994-1996 and 1998-2013, Nat’l Sec. Cncl. Memb. 


COMRADES 


2013-2017, Nat'l Veterans Affairs & Rehab. Cmsn. 
Region 2 Memb. 1980-1987, Nat'l Veterans Affairs 
& Rehab. Cmsn. Region 2 Vice Chmn. 1987-1988 
and Nat'l Veterans Affairs & Rehab. Cmsn. Region 
2 Chmn. 1988-1989. 

G. Dale Gibson, Dept. of South Dakota. Dept. 
Cmdr. 2010-2011 and Nat’! Americanism Cncl. 
Vice Chmn. 2003-2007. 

James C. Loughran, Dept. of Maryland. Dept. 
Cmdr. 1983-1984 and Nat'l Sec. Cncl. Vice Chmn. 
1980-1985. 

Ronald E. Moore, Dept. of France. Dept. Cmdr. 
2012-2013, Nat’l Exec. Cmte. Alt. Memb. 2015- 
2016, Nat'l Americanism Cncl. Memb. 2013-2017 
and Nat’l Americanism Cncl. Vice Chmn. 
2007-2013. 

Dennis Virga, Dept. of New York. Nat’! 
Americanism Cncl. Memb. 2013 and Nat’! 
Distinguished Guests Cmte. Vice Chmn. 
2010-2013. 

Margaret D. Weaver, Dept. of Pennsylvania. 
Nat’l Americanism Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1993-1997. 


HONOR HIS PAST. SECURE HER FUTURE. 








Legion in your estate 
plans is one of the 


simplest ways to make 
a lasting impact on the 
lives of both veterans 

and future generations. 


Including The American 


b. 











For more information: plannedgiving@legion.org 
317.630.1229 | legion.org/plannedgiving 


EIN 90-101797 


| Legal Name: American Legion Charities, Inc. 


700 N. Pennsylvania St., RO. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206 


THE LEGION ON FACEBOOK 
WWW.LEGION.ORG/FACEBOOK 


BUCKLES ¢« PATCHES. 


HAT PINS e MEDALS °« 
' e FREE COLOR CATALOG 

e 2500+ Military Designs 

e Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines 

e Call now! Toll-free! 
1-888-223-1159 

e Custom pins & patches available. 
Dealer inquires welcome. 


HONORS 


by Hoover’s Mfg., Co. 
P.O. Box 547AL, Peru, IL 61354 
Fax: 1-815-223-1499 


Email: dave@hmchonors.com 
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Website: www.hmchonors.com 
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PARTING SHOTS 


To err is human. To blame it on someone else shows 
management potential. 


LAWYERS are the only people who can write a 
10,000-word document and call it a “brief.” 


I THREW a boomerang a few years ago. Now 
I live in constant fear. 


FOR 30 YEARS, an employee arrived at work at 
9 a.m. on the dot. He’d never missed a day and 
was never late. So when on one particular day 
9 a.m. passed without the man’s arrival, it 
caused a stir. The boss, looking at his watch 
and muttering, came out into the corridor. 
Finally, at exactly 10 o’clock, the employee 
showed up, clothes torn, his face scratched and 
bruised. He limped to the time clock, punched in, 
and said, “I tripped and fell down two flights of 
stairs in the subway. Nearly killed myself.” 
His boss said, “And to roll down two flights of 
stairs took you a whole hour?” 


I HATED my job as an origami teacher. Too much 
paperwork. 


“HEY YOU! Pull over!” shouted the traffic cop, 
who fined a woman $75 for not wearing a seatbelt. 

She went home feeling sick, fearing her husband 
would see the checkbook and ask what happened. 
Then inspiration struck, and she wrote in the 
register, “One pullover: $75.” 





“You're certain he’s a working dog?” 


56 THEAMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE | JULY 2018 





<= 


“Meetings always expand to fill the space available.” 


DID YOU HEAR about the restaurant on the moon? 
The food’s great, but there’s no atmosphere. 


A WELL-KNOWN SPEAKER lectured to the 
members of a literary society, and at the end of his 
address the secretary approached him with a 
check. This he politely refused, requesting it be 
given to some charitable cause. 

“Would you mind if we add it to our special 
fund?” the secretary asked. 

“Not at all. What is the fund for?” 

“To help us get better lecturers next year.” 


“APPARENTLY, the library at the University of 
Utah has installed what they’re calling a ‘cry 
closet’ .... It’s going to be a shock when those 
students graduate. Take it from me, there are no 
‘cry closets’ out here in the real world. You will 
have to use your car in the McDonald’s parking lot 
like the rest of us.” - James Corden 





ASSEENIN HOrbDeS INVESTING IN GOLD 
THE LAST $10 INDIAN GOLD 
COIN ISSUED BEFORE THE 
1933 MELTDOWN 
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OUR DOWN-TO-BUSINESS PRICE AT 


But not for much longer! 


It’s our ONE-TIME ONLY “Miracle Price”on our finest dress 
slacks! Why spend $45 to $85 per pair for lesser slacks? 
Why go to the trouble of shopping all over town? Join over 

7 million demanding executives nationwide and get 

& these universally respected Haband® Business Slacks 
' at the low price of $12 a pair when you buy 2! 
Your dress slacks arrive perfectly fit, most impressive, 


fresh, sharp and all ready to wear. 
ORDER TODAY! 


Consider the Fine Details: 
e Deluxe Polyester Poplin 
eFull Proportion Tailoring 


eNO IRON Automatic 
. Machine Wash & Wear 


— ww °100% Permanent Press 
_ e4 Deep Pockets 
Oy.) eNo-Roll Waist Band 
eIndestructible Zipper 
eHook & Eye Closure 
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Card #__ _Exp.: 7 

Mr. Mrs. Ms. 

Address Apt. # 

City & State Zip 

Phone/Email 


Send slacks. | enclose $ purchase price, and only 
$5.99 shipping & handling. Please add applicable state & local sales tax for 


the following states: CA, CO, FL, GA, LA, MA, MN, Nu, PA, RI, VT, WA, WI, & WV. 
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Famous Maker Set of 3 
Belts! Even sizes. 32 to 60. 
Genuine Leather. Black & 
Brown, assorted styles. 


7OR3W (31) assorted 
$12 per set 











How Many 
What Size: Sets: 





or Full Refund of 
merchandise purchase price up to 90 days after receipt. 
Oo 
Waist: 32 34 36 38 40 42 44 : 
*Big Men ($3 more per pair): 46 48 
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Inseams: XS(25-26) S(27-28) M(29-30) L(31-32) | l 
A! 


When you pay by check, you authorize us to use information from your check to clear it electronically. Funds may be withdrawn from your 
l account as soon as the same day we receive your payment, and you will not receive your check back from your financial institution. 








